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by Lisa Parham
We’ve just flipped the calendar page to 

our anniversary date of September 8, 2018.
This month marks our tenth year in busi-
ness in this community. So on behalf of my 
entire staff, we extend our heartfelt thanks.
This year marks a significant milestone for 
The Racine Mirror NewsPaper. It is with 
great pride that we still stand strong.

As I reflect over the past 10 years, my 
appreciation for your dedicated years of 
support overwhelm me. I wear the name Ra-
cine Mirror as a great symbol of hope and 
with pride. This community has and will 
always be our greatest asset. Please know 
and remember that you are all an important 
part of our growth, and your abilities and 
contributions will always be an important 
part of our continued success.

To my staff, you have always been a 
testimony of loyalty to me over the years. 
Know that you are a valued team player, 
you have continued to be successful in 
meeting and keeping our mission statement, 
vision, and values. All that we’ve achieved 
has been made possible because of your 
individual efforts as well as the efforts of 
your team members. I thank each one of 
you personally for the thousands of little 
things you do every day that add to the high 
quality we provide to our readers and fol-
lowers. Again thank you for your hard work 
and much dedication. I look forward to our 
bright and successful future together.

I want to thank my family for being here 
for me and for helping me keep it real. We 
make mistakes, we say we’re sorry and you 
all have given second chances. We have 
fun, we give hugs, and we forgive. We are 
sometimes really loud. We are patient with 
one another, but most importantly we love 
and support. Life has many ways of testing 
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The Woman in the Mirror
first place. So thanks to my entire family 
for helping mold andshape me into who I’m 
meant to be.  A very huge shout out to my 
daughter, whom I love dearly. As long as 
you continue to give me a basket of kisses 
I’ll continue to give you a basket of hugs

So in my closing, for the past 10 years 
this community has embraced and nurtured 
me in this cultivation of this paper. No, 
it has not been easy. I’ve cried, laughed, 
kicked and screamed. But in the end I smile 
with the sole mission to provide the best of 
my service to you. Our community has long 
advocated for the needs of one another, so 
The Racine Mirror Newspaper will con-
tinue to strive to be  a source of enduring 
quality and strength. We acknowledge and 
appreciate that the foundation of our con-
tinued success is built upon you and your 
support.

So as we celebrate, we want you to come 
and celebrate with us on Sunday, Septem-
ber 16, 2018 at 5:00 P.M. at Racine Festival 
Hall, 5 Fifth St. in downtown Racine WI. 
Tickets are available online at Ticketmas-
ters,  or call 262-633-8677. The consistency 
of good people in our community is what 
makes us great. We appreciate your loyalty.

Sincerely,

Ms. Lisa Parham
President & Chief Operating Officer

“I feel that we should all work to con-
tinue to make Racine a positive atmosphere 
for our Younger People, Thank you for 
helping to be a positive influence in our 
Community.”

families, either by having nothing happen at 
all or by having everything happen at once.

Maybe the journey isn’t so much about 
becoming anything. Maybe it’s about unbe-
coming everything that isn’t really us. So 
we can be who we were meant to be in the 

Congratulations to you mommy 
for completing 10 years of success 
in business.  You have achieved 
tremendous growth and have built 
eminent goodwill in the community.  
You have always tried to provide the 
best services for your customers and 
readers.  You are always marvelous 
and appreciable.  You have built a 
solid reputation in the community.  
You can be very proud of the growth 
you have achieved in these years.  
You built the company through your 
hard work and have fulfilled the criti-
cal need for showing the positive and 
not focusing on the negative.  I am 
very proud of you and your accom-
plishments and I wish for many more 
years of business. 

Love you!
Sherika

A Daughter’s Salute
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A Family Salute:

Congratulations to Lisa Parham on Her 10th
Year Anniversary of the Racine Mirror!

We your family are so very proud of 
you, and we stand in awe of you for the great 
and awesome things that God has done with 
you and through you during these 10 years 
of service to The Racine Mirror.  You have 
made The Racine Mirror a positive place to 
go to and spread the good news going on 
here in the city of Racine, WI. The word of 
the Lord says: “Eye hath not seen, nor ear 
heard, neither have entered into the heart of 
man, the things which God hath prepared for 
them that love him” (1 Corinthians 2:9). We 
know that the road has been rough and the 
going has been mighty tough, but you told 
the Lord that “I’m not going anywhere; I’m 
out here to stay Lord. If you lead and guide 
me I will go.”  

We knew ever since you were a little girl 
you would be in sales somehow, and that 
God had his hand on your life for greatness. 
You were destined to succeed in life. You 
had the gift to sell, and the gift of gab 
(talk) all along. So over the years that you 
were growing up, the Lord just cultivated 
the gifts he had placed inside of you as a 
little girl. Yes, you have had your share of 
heartaches and pain, but through it all you 
persevered and would not stop, nor give in 
to the obstacles that came your way. You 
would quote scripture from Psalms 23, “The 
Lord is my Shepherd.” In order for you to 
say this you had to have a relationship with 

Him during the rough and hard trying times.  
“I shall not want,” meaning you did not 
have to want for anything because the Lord 
supplied what you needed when it was time 
for you to transition into becoming your 
own boss.  “He maketh me to lie down in 
green pastures” — everything that you put 
your hands to has been blessed.  “He leadeth 
me beside the still waters” — through many 
trials and tribulations, the Lord God has 
refreshed you every time that the enemy 
thought he would take you out, smear your 
name. He said much evil against you falsely, 
the Lord our God brought you out on top 
every time. 

“He restoreth my soul” — Lisa, you had 
to fight many of times for your life, because 
the devil did not want you to survive. You 
have come face to face with death so many 
times from a young age, even up until now, 
but God has sustained and kept you through 
it all. There is a champion that lives inside of 
you that continues to say, “I won’t give up, I 
can’t stop now because the Lord has brought 
me too far, I can’t turn around now.”  It is 
the Lord leading you and guiding you, he 
is leading you in the paths of righteousness. 
God will continue to guide you every step 
of the way. 

Continue to do what you are doing. A 
song that comes to mind says, “May the life 
that I live speak for me, when it’s all said and 

done I can say that I fought a good fight 
and I kept the Faith.” Congratulations on 
a job well done! May the favor and the 
blessings of our Lord and Savior Jesus 
continue to rest upon your endeavors and 
your life!

With all our love, your 
dad (Henry L. Parham); 
mother (Minnie G. 
Parham); sisters (Faye, 
Darlean, Lacey, and 
Sheila); brothers (Tony, 
Shawn, Patrick, Henry  
Jr. and DeWayne);  
and a host of  
nieces & nephews,  
too many to name!  
Plus your loving 
daughter Sherika!
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by Dominique Lambright 
Owned by three brothers and two family 

friends, the restaurant, and lounge, located at 
240 Main St., is a Southern-style eatery with 
menu items including steak, nachos, chicken 
wings, banana pudding and — as a testament 
to the restaurant’s Racine-centric vibe — the 
Caron Butler and Jimmie Ward burgers. There 
is also a full bar with custom cocktails. 

This down to earth restaurant opened 
up earlier this year in June. The atmosphere 
here is laid back and quiet. They have mu-
sic playing in the background that is sooth-
ing. They don’t have too many people come 
in for breakfast, and the music then is usu-
ally not playing, sometimes people here and 
there for a small lunch rush, and then dinner 
time is where they have many people coming 
and going to grab a bite to eat. They get their 
drinking crowds later at night usually more so 
after dinner time. Nick Payne says he wants 
his place to be a relaxing, haven for people 
to come and chill after a long day of work. 
Moreover, the best part is they don’t want you 
to think you have to come and spend money, 
that isn’t necessary for someone to come in 
and hang out. And for hiring people for his 
establishment, to get the laid-back feeling and 
drama free space, he was strategic in choosing 
who to hire. 

Nick grew up in Racine, WI so this is a 
homecoming for him in a way. Coming back 
to Racine, he feels that the community has 
gotten better and his perspective on the en-
vironment has changed. His mentality has 
changed, and he believes that because he can 
see things more clearly as an adult, he can 

Legacy On Main
wholeheartedly say the community is going 
in the right direction in improving. He went 
to school in Mississippi for Nursing for col-
lege. He had always wanted to become a Fire-
man and to do so he had to learn EMT. During 
his course, he had to work in hospitals. After 
doing that his ideas and career path changed 
slightly. He still took nursing but more geared 
towards working in the ER eventually. 

Legacy On Main is such an accomplish-
ment for Nick and his family; he is very proud 
of the hard work they put in to get where they 
are. Monday through Wednesday they are 
open from 11 am to 11 pm, Thursday 11 am 
to 12 am, and Friday and Saturday 11 am to 
2 am. They are always having specials based 
off of your career. Specials on Monday that 
include those involved in Emergency, Health-
care, and White-Collar professions. Teacher 
Tuesday. Warehouse Wednesday. Then Friday 
and Saturday are regular days. They’re look-
ing to create an environment that more profes-
sionals can come to, so small business owners 
and those who work a 9 to 5 come on in and 
enjoy! 

Nick has eight brothers and four sisters, 
with having four sons himself he understands 
the importance of family and being around 
them. When he isn’t taking care of business, 
he is coaching his son’s sports, basketball and 
football. He spends a lot of time with them. He 
also makes sure he stays in shape, so he has the 
energy to accomplish all that he has set out to 
do. Along with teaching at 21st Century. 

Legacy On Main | 240 Main St, Racine, 
WI 53403 | (262) 800-3405 | facebook.com/
TheMainLegacy 
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Join Us Sept. 16 for The  
Racine Mirror’s 10th 
Anniversary Celebration

The Racine Mirror Newspaper is parter-
ing with  The Blood Center of Wisconsin & 
The National Kidney Foundation as we bring 
awareness to educate and celebrate organ and 
blood donation  and celebrate The Racine Mir-
ror’s 10th Year Anniversary.

Featuring Gospel recording artists Vickie 
Winans, Anita Wilson, Bryan Poppins, Josh-
Ua Troop, Janie Boston, In The Dance Cafe.

Date: Sunday, Sept. 16th, 2018
Location: Racine Festival Hall, 5 Fifth St.
Time: 5 P.M. (VIP 4 P.M.)
Brought to you by: The Blood Center of 

 Wisconsin and The National Kidney Founda-
tion.Tickets go on sale August 10th, 2018. Reg-
ular admission $30; at the door $40; VIP $50.

Pick up tickets at these following locations: 
The Racine Mirror Newspaper office, The In-
siderRacine Newspaper, office Greater Mt. 
Eagle Baptist Church, St. Paul Baptist Church, 
also Ticketmaster & Racine Festival Hall.

Upcoming Programs at the 
Racine Public Library

These programs are held at 75 Seventh 
Street, Racine, WI 53403 unless stated other-
wise. A sign language interpreter is available 
with one week’s notice. For information call 
the library’s business office at 262-636-9170. 

● Millennial Meet-up: 5:30 p.m. Wednes-
day, Sept 5th, Lee Room. Learn how to 

Community Calendar
manage anxiety and its symptoms. Call 
262.822.8217 for more information. 

● Wattpad Writing Contest: Urban Leg-
end Challenge Sept 3rd-Oct 31st entries will 
be accepted. Submit your urban legend or 
folktale about Racine County. Visit www.ra-
cinelibrary.info to submit your story. 

● Journey Stories: Traveling Exhibit Sept 
1st through 29, Adult Services. Explore this 
poster series about Western Expansion, Na-
tive American displacement, African Ameri-
can migration from the Deep South, and 
important developments in transportation 
technology. 

● Pokemon Club: 12:00-3:00 pm, Sept 
8th, Computer Lab. Calling all Pokemon 
trainers, become a club member! Learn Poke-
mon from Pokemon League Certified Profes-
sors. Open to 4th-8th grade students, card 
decks will be provided. 

Art and Artifacts Sale 
Supports Free Public 
Library Programs

Quality art from local artists and from do-
nors’ collections may be purchased at the Arts 
& Artifacts Sales on Thursday, September 27, 
from 2 – 7:30 p.m., and on Friday, September 
28, from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the Racine Public 
Library, 75 7th St.

Items for sale include paintings, beauti-
fully framed prints, photographs, and art jew-
elry, all in a variety of styles and media. These 
reasonably-priced art works will be great buys 
for your collection and will provide a wonder-

ful opportunity to refresh your décor. If you 
have some pieces of which you are no longer 
especially fond, feel free to donate them for 
someone else to fall in love with and to make 
room for your new purchases. Art donations 
may be brought to the Circulation Desk in the 
library’s lobby during regular hours.

Some pieces will be sold via silent auc-
tion. Books on art and artists will also be 
available. The Friends of the Racine Public 
Library, Inc. is sponsoring this event, and all 
proceeds will be used to support the library’s 
programs and collections.

Belle Ensemble Performs at 
the Racine Public Library

The Belle Ensemble is proud to present 
Two Roads Converged: A Marriage of Ameri-
can Voices in the Adult Department of the 
Racine Public Library, 75 Seventh Street, on 
Friday, September. 21, at 7:00 pm; doors open 
at 6:30 pm for this special event. Sponsored by 
The Friends of the Racine Public Library, this 
program is free and registration is not required.

This 90-minute program features vocal 
and choral music highlighting American com-
posers’ settings of classical American poetry. 
The program centers on a choral cycle by Ran-
dall Thompson, entitled Frostiana, which con-
tains seven settings of some of Robert Frost’s 
most well-known and beloved poems, includ-
ing The Road Not Taken, from which this pro-
gram derives its title. Frostiana was written in 
1959, when Thompson was commissioned by 
the City of Amherst, MA, to write a piece for 
their bicentennial celebration.  

Other poets represented in the program 
include Emily Dickinson, Countee Cullen 
and Walt Whitman, in musical settings by 
Lori Laitman, William Schuman, and William 
Grant Still.

Joining the Belle Ensemble in this perfor-
mance will be the Washington Park H.S. Po-
etry Club, supervised by RUSD faculty mem-
ber Travis Whitt. Between musical renditions 
from the Belle Ensemble, the members of the 
Poetry Club will provide recitations of other 
American poetry, including selections by 
Whitman, Langston Hughes, Emma Lazarus, 
Shel Silverstein, and others.

The Belle Ensemble is a singers’ collec-
tive, which has been providing Racine and its 
neighbors with live vocal and chamber choral 
performances since 2015. Founded by general 
director Nick Barootian and associate director 
Edson Melendez, the Belle Ensemble, in its 
fourth season, inaugurates a principal ensem-
ble of eight singers, including Ami Bouterse, 
Shelly Melendez, Erin Sura, Karen Archbold, 
John Stumpff, Michael Mueller, Ryan White, 
and Barootian. The Two Roads Converged 
program was conceived and designed by Ed-
son Melendez, who also directs the ensemble 
in this performance. They are accompanied 
by Alejandro Alumbreros at the piano.

A second performance of the program will 
be given at St. Matthew’s Episcopal Church 
in Kenosha (5900 - 7th Ave.) on Sunday, Sept. 
23 at 3:00 pm. Admission for that perfor-
mance is $15 for adults; students free with ID.

More information about the Belle Ensem-
ble’s exciting 4th season can be found at their 
website belleensemble.org.
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by Dominique Lambright 
Art by April specializes in artwork por-

traits and provides services that include 
illustrations, writings, and commissioned 
art. She even has a couple of books out that 
pertain to children with disabilities and 
special needs. Art by April has been in the 
community since about 2013-2014. April 
has been writing for a few years along 
with her passion for art. Her books were 
inspired by her own children with disabili-

Art By April

ties, and her art is stemmed from the inspira-
tion of her kids. She has such a great passion 
for helping people and wanting to see good 
things for them. 

April has been in Racine for most of her 
life, she resides in the Franksville area but 
conducts most of her work here in Racine. 
She started in the Criminal Justice major 
and minoring in Social Services. She even 
worked with the Home Health Care Ser-
vices here in Racine. Art has always been 
something she loves to do and has been a 
passion since as a young child, mentioning 
as early as three years old. She is a self-
taught artist; it runs in the family she said 
and attended Parkside briefly to major in 
Art. April creates art because she feels it 
has always brought balance to her life. It 
has brought her out of some dark places and 
times in her life. Art is like comfort food. 
She uses her creations to release negative 
emotions and other times art is a way to ex-
press great joy. 

April not only creates art pieces that peo-
ple request, but she holds art classes. This can 
be an art therapy, primarily when she caters 
to the senior citizens in the community. She 
does the classes in groups and holds them de-
pending on how many people sign up to do 
it. April also does art at children’s birthday 
parties. She has expressed that the kids show 
great excitement and they are well behaved 
for the classes. She wants to share her art with 
others hoping they can find an outlet as she 
did herself through it. 

Some techniques that April has played 
around with are brush water, airbrushing, 
spray painting, oil painting, and hand painting 
with Acrylic paints. A lot of April’s creations 
tend to play on the symbolism of a variety of 
subjects, with her favorite being human sub-
jects that convey unity, family, emotions, spir-
ituality, etc. This is one of the many reasons 
April has gotten involved in the community 
through volunteering as a facilitator at local 
community centers, neighborhood watches, 
community committees, and 24/7 crisis pro-
grams operated by the city of Racine. By 
combining life experiences, her passion for 
art, and her caring nature to help others, April 
uses art to create what others visualize and 
give them an outlet to create art themselves. 

April just wants others to feel good about 
themselves. She feels that she is giving back 
a gift given to her by God. By uplifting oth-
ers and providing art therapy, she is not only 
helping others, but it makes her feel good 
knowing she is contributing to the commu-
nity in a unique way. Moreover, when she 
isn’t catering to other’s needs, she is taking 

long walks for exercise and admiring nature, 
spending time with her family, watching 
her favorite genre of movies, horror, and of 
course creating art. 

April is having an official book launch of 
her book series mentioned above, YES I CAN 
books. It will be held September 8 at Divino 
Gelato Café (245 Main St.) in Racine from 
1-5pm. Don’t miss out! A percentage of the 
proceeds will also be donated to a local non-
profit. The non-profit has not been chosen at 
this moment, but April has said that she would 
love to donate to one that will have programs 
for kids with disabilities. She has such a kind 
heart. Support April on September 8th. 

Art by April | Racine, WI | (262) 417-6951 
| artbyaprilh@gmail.com | facebook.com/art-
byaprilh 
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by D. White
Do you know what equity is?  Equity is 

defined as the quality of being fair or impar-
tial (dictionary.com). For your consideration 
as the school year resumes, much has been 
said about equity and disproportionality in 
our education system.  This is particularly 
in reference to a gap in academic achieve-
ment as well as a disproportionate rate of 
disciplinary action against students of color 
more often and with more severe conse-
quences than non-students of color.  How 
can we be fair and impartial in a system that 
was designed to favor those with entitlement 
and privilege?  Somebody is probably go-
ing to get mad at me but may I suggest that 
the parents of students of color begin to take 
ownership of their children’s education?  By 
the way, Wisconsin’s educational leader, Dr. 
Tony Evers, who I’ve met personally, is run-
ning for governor.  After doing your research 
you may want to consider voting for him 
during the November 06th election.  

Yes, I am suggesting that we stop blam-
ing the system and start accepting respon-
sibility for learning how to function within 
the system.  If I said it once, I’ll say it one 
thousand times, when you blame then you b-
lame.  We need to stop being lame and start 
stepping up our game!  For the record, the 
system is not equitable for professionals of 
color that work within it either.  Parents need 
to get actively involved in the education of 
their offspring.  Parents need to advocate 
for their children.  Advocating doesn’t mean 
cursing out school authorities when your 
child misbehaves.  Advocating doesn’t mean 

blaming the teacher 
when your child is 
truant from school 
and doesn’t turn in 
assignments.  Ad-
vocating for your 
child means teach-
ing your child to 
be respectful, re-
sponsible, and safe. 
I have found that 
when students do 
better behavior-
ally, they also do 

better academically and vice versa.  Isn’t it 
interesting how that works out?   Advocat-
ing for your child means teaching your child 
the value and importance of getting a high 
quality education whether you have a formal 
education or not.

According to data compiled by the Eco-
nomic Policy Institute (EPI), in a USA To-
day article, College graduates, on average, 
earned 56% (That’s over twice as much!) 
more than high school graduates in 2015, 
which is the largest such gap in EPI’s figures 
dating to 1973.  Since the recession ended 
in 2009 college-educated workers have 
earned most of the new jobs and enjoyed 
salary increases as well.  Non-college gradu-
ates, by contrast, have had dwindling job 
opportunities and an overall 3% decline in 
income, according to EPI data (www.usato-
day.com/story/money/2017/01/12/pay-gap-
between-college-grads-and-everyone-else-
record/96493348/).  Furthermore the United 
States Government makes money available 

Real Talk Therapy: Equity in Education
to any law-abiding citizen that wants to get 
an education (www.fafsa.gov).  No more ex-
cuses please!  Parents need to be accountable 
and likewise we need to teach our children to 
be accountable.  

For your consideration following are 
some success principles that I’ve shared with 
my students over the years:

01. Be punctual (be present and 
be on time).  In fact show up early!

02. Study outside of school 
a minimum of 1 hour a day for 5 
days each week.  

a. There are 24 hours in a day & you need 
at least 8 hours of sleep (24 – 8 = 16).

b. You spend approximately 8 hours a 
day in and around school (16 – 8 = 8).

c. If you spend 1 hour a day studying 
then you still have 7 hours to do other things 
(8 – 1 = 7).

d. Is that enough time for you to handle 
your business?  You decide.  The choice is 
yours.

03. Participate in extra-curricu-
lar activities.

a. Examples: art-club, athletics, band, 
chorus, drama-club (school plays), etc.

b. Those who engage in extra-curricular 
activities tend to do better academically.

c. Those who engage in extra-curricular 
activities tend to have a more balanced & 
fulfilling educational experience.

04. Volunteer
a. Volunteer work is good experience and 

a wise use of time (Eph. 5:15-16).

b. Helping others builds personal esteem 
and fosters a wholesome sense of purpose.

c. You should give back to the commu-
nity because “It is more blessed to give than 
to receive (Acts 20:35).”

05. Have fun.
a. Learning is fun.
b. Fun is learning.
Why do we need to be accountable?  We 

need to be accountable because God be-
lieves in accountability.  Be not deceived; 
God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man 
soweth, that shall he also reap (Gal. 6:7).  
God has always held people accountable 
for their conduct and choices in life.  That 
has not and will not change.  God is also 
a God of equity.  “But with righteousness 
shall he judge the poor, and reprove with 
equity for the meek of the earth:” (Is. 11:4). 
In the parable of the talents those who used 
their talents wisely were given more talents 
and the one who was not wise but chose to 
misuse his talent, had it taken away (Matt. 
25:14-30).  In other words those that dem-
onstrated the ability to be responsible were 
given more responsibilities which equates 
to more opportunities.  Now it’s up to us to 
facilitate equity in education!
Darrell Woodard is a school counselor in 
Kenosha and a Gospel preacher in the 
Church of Christ. To schedule a consul-
tation or speaking engagement, please 
respond via email to: darrellwoodard@
rocketmail.com or phone: (847) 287-
5842. Facebook & Twitter: D.White@
AcrosticTherapy.
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What do you do with a broken toaster? 
Or with a bike when the wheel runs out of 
true? Or with a sweater full of moth holes? 
Toss it? No way! Visit the Repair Café at the 
Racine Public Library, 75 Seventh Street. 
Repair Café is organized by The Friends of 
the Racine Public Library, Inc.

After taking a break for the summer, 
the Repair Café, will resume on Saturday, 
September 15, from 11:00 am – 1:30 p.m., 
with subsequent sessions scheduled for Sat-
urdays, October 13 and December 15. 

Various volunteer repair experts will be 
available to help make all possible repairs 
free of charge. Tools and materials will also 
be on hand. People visiting the Repair Café 
will bring along their broken items from 
home. Toasters, lamps, hair dryers, clothes, 
bikes, toys, crockery... anything that is bro-
ken is welcome. And can more than likely 
be repaired. The Repair Café specialists al-
most always have the know-how.

By promoting repairs, the Friends of the 
Racine Public Library wants to help reduce 
mountains of waste. This is absolutely nec-
essary, according to Hazel Dickfoss “We 
throw away piles of stuff in the United 
States, even things which have practically 

nothing wrong with them and which could 
easily be used again after a simple repair. 
Unfortunately, many people have forgotten 
that they can have things repaired. Repair 
Café wants to change all that.”

Repair Café is also meant to put neigh-
bors in touch with each other in a new way. 
And to discover that a lot of know-how and 
practical skills can be found close to home. 
“If you repair a bike, a CD player or a pair 
of trousers with a previously unfamiliar 
neighbor, you look at that person in a differ-
ent light the next time you run into them on 
the street. Jointly making repairs can lead 
to pleasant contacts in the neighborhood.”

As Dickfoss points out, repairs can save 
money and resources, and can help mini-
mize CO2 emissions. “But above all, Repair 
Café just wants to show how much fun re-
pairing things can be, and how easy it often 
is.” No registration is necessary. One item 
will be repaired per person. You may bring 
a second item, but must return to the end of 
the line, so all who attend may have an item 
looked at. There is no cost, but voluntary 
donations are requested.

The Friends thank Robert W.Baird & 
Co., Lees Hardware, and Sew N’Save for 

Repair Café Resumes at the Racine Public Library

joining us in sponsoring this program.

Repair Café Foundation
The Repair Café concept arose in the 

Netherlands, in 2009, and was formulated 
by Martine Postma, at the time, an Amster-

dam-bases journalist/publicist. In 2010, she 
started the Repair Café Foundation (see Re-
paircafe.org). This foundation provides sup-
port to local groups around the world wishing 
to start their own Repair Café. The foundation 
also supports the Repair Café in Racine.
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14 Adult Students Earn High School Equivalency Diplomas

“You can do it!” Gateway Technical 
College Math Instructor Kevin Krekling 
shared these encouraging words every day 
with his 5.09 High School Equivalency Di-
ploma (HSED) students. For 20 weeks, Mr. 
Krekling taught math to 14 adult students 
enrolled in the alternative program in which 
students earn their high school credential 
by demonstrating skills and understanding 
of core subjects such as math, science, so-
cial studies and reading/language arts. The 
program also has a health and employabil-
ity component that is offered during the first 
four weeks of classes.

On Thursday, August 23, a class of 14 
graduated from the 5.09 HSED Program at a 
celebratory event attended by graduates and 
their families, friends, instructors and a host 
of staff and supporters from the community. 
One graduate, Tamica Bond, said her moti-
vation to enroll in the program came from 
seeing her children graduate. The 38-year 
old mother of three described the program 
as hard, but supportive. Now that she has 

her high school credential, Tamica plans to 
enroll in the nursing program at Gateway 
Technical College. 

Initially, the 5.09 HSED Program was 
offered in Milwaukee by YWCA Southeast 
Wisconsin. The program was overwhelm-
ingly successful, which led to YWCA 
Southeast Wisconsin partnering with Ra-
cine County Workforce Solutions and Gate-
way Technical College to offer the program 
in Racine. The 5.09 HSED Program is an 
approved, competency based, alternative 
diploma program, which means participants 
are not required to complete the five-timed 
computer exams typically needed to obtain 
a GED or HSED.  Instead, they demonstrate 
their skills and understanding of the mate-
rial by completing projects, quizzes, class 
discussions, and homework. 

In addition to receiving their HSED, 
students can earn their National Career 
Readiness Certificate (NCRC).  The NCRC 
is an assessment measuring the abilities 
of a potential employee in three important 

work-related areas – reading, math, and lo-
cating – and helps identify if an employee 
has the skills to be successful in a specific 
job. While the main goal of the 5.09 HSED 
Program is to provide individuals with their 
high school credential, another important 
part of the program is to prepare individuals 
for life beyond their high school credential. 

The 20-week 5.09 HSED Program is 
offered Monday through Thursday at Ra-
cine County Workforce Solutions. For 
more information, contact Bethany Tanger-
strom, GED Outreach Coordinator, at 
262.638.6703.
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by Yvette Stewart
Our days are filled with alerts and no-

tifications that bring the world right to our 
fingertips. For investors, it’s natural to con-
sider the investment implications of head-
lines like trade disputes, political uncertainty 
and global business decisions. If you follow 
the news, it’s important to consider just how 
much, or how little, trending stories should 
influence your financial decisions. 

Be aware, but don’t 
overreact 

When reading daily headlines, it’s easy 
to draw quick conclusions about what may 
happen in the world based on emotion or 
your own perception. But for the sake of 
your financial health, it is important to avoid 
overreacting to specific news events. When 
evaluating whether you need to make chang-
es to your portfolio, look for persistent trends 
that may affect the broader economy’s vitals. 

The market has overcome 
challenges before 

It’s also important to remember that 
historically markets have rebounded after 
large business decisions, global news and 
challenging political situations captivate 
the news cycle. In the past century alone, 
America has witnessed the Great Depres-
sion, assassinations, political scandals, deadly 
terrorist attacks and financial crises. At times, 

Should Breaking News Alter Your Investment Strategy?
markets have reacted 
negatively to specific 
events that dominate 
headlines. But histor-
ically a sense of nor-
malcy has returned, 
allowing investors to 
once again turn their 
focus to underlying 
investment funda-

mentals. 

Focus on your goals 
Regardless of what is happening in the 

current news cycle or markets, one invest-
ing principle holds true: focus on your finan-
cial goals. If you are accumulating wealth to 
meet a goal that is years away, market vola-
tility that happens today, next week or next 
year is likely part of the normal pattern you 
should expect. If specific headlines or trends 
are making you reconsider your investment 
strategy, re-evaluate your risk tolerance and 
consider meeting with a financial profession-
al for a second opinion. Together you can 
discuss how to best position your portfolio 
for the current environment in a way that is 
consistent with your goals. 

Yvette M. Stewart, is a Financial Ad-
visor with Ameriprise Financial Services, 
Inc. in Brookfield, Wisconsin. She spe-
cializes in fee-based financial planning 
and asset management strategies and 
has been in practice for 10 years. To 
contact her, you may visit www.ameri-

priseadvisors.com/yvette.m.stewart, 
email: yvette.m.stewart@ampf.com. PH: 
262-901-1540, 16650 W Bluemound Rd, 
Suite 800, Brookfield, WI 53005. Ameri-
prise Financial, Inc. and its affiliates do 
not offer tax or legal advice. Consumers 
should consult with their tax advisor or at-
torney regarding their specific situation. 

Investment advisory products and 
services are made available through 
Ameriprise Finan  -cial Services, Inc., 
a registered investment adviser. Ameri-
prise Financial Services, Inc. Member 
FINRA and SIPC. © 2018 Ameriprise Fi-
nancial, Inc. All rights reserved.
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The Prayer Closet
SEPTEMBER 2018

Apostle Charles C Jones D.D.
Presiding Apostle of the
Word of Faith Christian Fellowship International, Inc.
Racine, Wisconsin

“Keep on asking, and you will receive what you ask for.  
Keep on seeking, and you will find.  Keep on knocking, and the  

door will be opened to you.” (Matthew 7:7, NLT)

Sometimes, people get discouraged in life because things didn’t turn out the 
way they had hoped. Like so many others maybe you put energy into a relation-
ship but it didn’t work out. Maybe you tried that new business venture, but they 
are still struggling with their finances. Now they think it’s never going to hap-
pen. But, one thing we have to learn is that God honors perseverance. On the 
way to your “yes” you may encounter some “no’s.” You may encounter some 
closed doors, but that doesn’t mean it’s the final answer. It just means that your 
gonna have to “keep on going.”

Remember, if God promised it, He’s going to bring it to pass. Scripture tells 
us that through faith and patience we inherit God’s promises. 

This is where patience comes in; this is where perseverance comes in. 
This is where trust comes in. 
Just because you don’t see things happen right away doesn’t mean you 

should quit. No, instead, rise up and keep pressing forward. Keep believing, 
keep hoping, keep enduring and keep asking because our God is always faithful 
to His word!

Father, I thank You for Your faithfulness in my life. I choose today to believe 
Your Word. I choose to trust Your promises. I choose to 
keep tanding, keep believing and keep asking because I 
will receive in Jesus’ name! Amen!

Mayor Cory Mason’s Statement on the 
Passing of Alderman Ray DeHahn 

SEPT. 6—“Today, the City of Racine 
mourns the loss of an incredibly dedicated 
public servant, father, and husband. Alderman 
Ray DeHahn spent more than 40 years serv-
ing the community he loved – as a bus driver, 
a county board  supervisor, an alderman, and 
in so many other ways. This is  a somber 
moment for us all. Just last night, Alderman 
DeHahn engaged in a lively debate during a 
Commit-tee of the Whole meeting. It is hard 
to believe he is gone.”  

“Over the coming days and weeks, we 
will pause to reflect on the life and accom-
plishments of Al-derman DeHahn. Ray had an 
invaluable historical perspective of our com-
munity, a no nonsense approach to governing, 

and a wit that was uniquely his own. As his 
family works through this dif-ficult time, we 
must keep them in our thoughts and prayers, 
and offer to support them as best we can. His 
passing is truly a loss for all of us and he will 
be sorely missed.” 

U.S. Senator Tammy Baldwin Announces 
Emergency Road Funding for Communities 
Impacted by Severe Flooding and Storms  

WASHINGTON, D.C. – U.S. Senator Tammy Baldwin today announced $1.5 million in 
emergency relief transportation funding to help repair roads and communities damaged by 
storms and severe flooding. The U.S. Department of Transportation released the emergency 
funds to the State of Wisconsin for areas throughout the state. 

Damages to Wisconsin’s highway system was caused by multiple and on-going rounds of 
thunderstorms, heavy rain, high winds, and hail. The storm events, affecting all areas of Wis-
consin, caused widespread flash flooding, closed roadways, damaged bridges and culverts, and 
compromised critical infrastructure. 

“Wisconsin communities across our state have been hard hit and I have worked to secure fed-
eral support that will help us recover,” said Senator Baldwin. “This federal road funding is a good 
first step to help us rebuild our roads so Wisconsin families and businesses can move forward.” 

Senator Baldwin has joined Representatives Kind, Pocan and Grothman in calling on the 
Trump Administration to act quickly to make federal funds available and support recovery ef-
forts in communities across the state.
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by Dominique Lambright 
The Wayman A.M.E Church in Racine is 

celebrating 150 years. Everything that they 
have gone through and contribute to the com-
munity is compelling in the sense they are 
still standing and plowing through strong for 
the community. One member of the church I 
spoke with said that they were invited to this 
church, they didn’t know what to expect. How 
the church is organized blew her away. The talk 
about community activism and recognition of 
those that came out of this community were 
enjoyable. It is the first independent Protestant 
denomination to be founded by black people. It 
was founded by the Rt. Rev. Richard Allen in 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, in 1816 from sev-
eral black Methodist congregations in the mid-
Atlantic area that wanted independence from 
white Methodists. It was among the first de-
nominations in the United States to be founded 
on racial rather than theological distinctions 
and has persistently advocated for the civil and 
human rights of African Americans through 
social improvement, religious autonomy, and 
political engagement.

All the activities and things they did sup-
port their mission: to minister to the social, 
spiritual, physical development of all people. 

At every level of the Connection and in every 
local church, the African Methodist Episcopal 
Church shall engage in carrying out the spirit of 
the original Free African Society, out of which 
the AME Church evolved: that is, to seek and 
save the lost, and serve the needy. The Church 
also must continue to encourage all members 
to become involved in all aspects of church 
training. The ultimate purposes are: (1) make 
available God’s biblical principles, (2) spread 
Christ’s liberating gospel, and (3) provide con-
tinuing programs which will enhance the en-
tire social development of all people. To meet 
the needs at every level of the Connection and 
in every local church, the AME Church shall 
implement strategies to train all members in: 
(1) Christian discipleship, (2) Christian leader-
ship, (3) current teaching methods and materi-
als, (4) the history and significance of the AME 
Church, (5) God’s biblical principles,and (6) 
social development to which all should be ap-
plied to daily living:

1. preaching the gospel,
2. feeding the hungry,
3. clothing the naked,
4. housing the homeless,
5. cheering the fallen,
6. providing jobs for the jobless,

Wayman AME 
Sesquicentennial 

Celebration Service

150 
Years

7. administering to the needs of those in 
prisons, hospitals, nursing homes, asylums and 
mental institutions, senior citizens’ homes; car-
ing for the sick, the shut-in, the mentally and 
socially disturbed,

8. encouraging thrift and economic ad-
vancement,

9. bringing people back into the church.
A.M.E churches are in well over 60 coun-

tries now. They are five companies and cover 
all the continents. What A.M.E participates in is 
as diverse as it gets. When you hear the name 
African, we’re talking about the history of the 
development, but as a church that is open to 
anybody and where people question their rights. 
They want to know, they want to be prepared to 
not only serve in the traditional sense of what we 
think it means to serve God and to walk in the 
footsteps of Jesus, but they want to apply that 
to their life. Jesus’s ministry was not a ministry, 
just the Bible. We were given many rights in the 
constitution, which Pastor Ni’A would call the 
meeting before the meeting. Groups had tactics 
to take away those rights. There was the threat 
of organizations like the Ku Klux Klan, which 
tried to create fear, there was the manipula-
tion of law through the judges, the legislatures 
who were elected and slowly having those laws 
pulled and ended up not making progress un-
til again, we had to continue to fight because 
A.M.E has always been about social justice in 
theory and education. 

When being involved in the A.M.E church-
es, you are privy to much knowledge and op-
portunities. They try to contribute their best to 
the communities they reside in. The churches 
have commissions. When you look at the Or-
ganization of the church, they have the Stewart 
Board of trustee people, a Steward board that 
manages the spiritual as a caring function of 
the organizations, and there are the manag-
ers of the finance and legal activities of the 
church. In the Stewart board, the commissions 
focus on social action. There is also a ton of 
spiritual development. A.M.E has organiza-
tions like Christian education that focuses on 
education. Those at all levels in the church and 
their involvement in activities in the church are 
reflected in their bulletin. Looking through it, 
you can see they have a jobs announced snip-
pet; they teach people about financial man-

agement, there is a roundtable organization 
designed to inform the community, they talk 
about health, etc.

With the A.M.E churches, with all that they 
offer the community, they try to make sure they 
keep it fresh. There are many seasoned Pastors, 
but the mandatory retirement year is 70 years 
old. Though many Pastors love their jobs, they 
understand where the church is coming from. 
For the churches to further develop they still 
need the diversity in knowledge and what dif-
ferent age groups offer in the way they present 
knowledge and how people receive it. Besides, 
when going for becoming a Pastor, they want to 
know that you love it. It’s an enormous amount 
of qualification, Master of Divinity takes you 
seven years. Most doctors and lawyers take 
seven years. Those are six-figure people. It is 
very seldom you will find a six to seven figure 
Pastor. However, that is how we know you are 
serious.

After discovering all this history behind 
the A.M.E churches, the curiosity of how the 
community has responded to all the opportuni-
ties they present came up. Pastor Ni’A said it 
has been slow in many aspects. Most African 
American people won’t come to the A.M.E 
church because they think they’re too uppity. 
He compared it to the Cosbys. The community 
complained that Bill Cosby was given an un-
realistic image because he played the part of a 
doctor and his wife in the show played the role 
of a lawyer. People just want to say it is intan-
gible, but it isn’t. We can achieve great heights 
when we work towards things. Moreover, 
that’s what he said he compares to the image of 
the Wayman A.M.E church here in Racine, that 
many blacks look at this as unreasonable. But 
the reason being is that they are not motivated 
enough; not all, but a lot.

Though Pastor Ni’A feels participation is 
minimal, you step back, and you look at the 
successes that have come from those persons 
who participate. He foresees and has faith that 
things will get better. So, with all that great 
knowledge, come to join Pastor Ni’A for ser-
vice down at the Wayman A.M.E Church on 
Memorial Drive.

Wayman African Methodist Episcopal 
Church | 424 N Memorial Dr. Racine, WI 
53404 | (262) 994-3717 | ernestnia@gmail.com
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ANTHONY COEY

WHAT: 
Hundreds of Southeast Wisconsin resi-

dents will gather in Zeidler Union Square for 
a rally and march as a part of the Rise for Cli-
mate, Jobs, and Justice movement organized 
by the Peoples Climate Movement. 

On September 8th, four days before the 
start of the Global Climate Action Summit 
in San Francisco and two months before 
the midterm elections, Southeast Wisconsin 
residents will join people from across the 
country and around the world in taking to 
the streets to demand bold action on climate 
change. 

Starting at noon, people will begin to 
gather in the park, where various organi-
zations will be tabling and a street theatre 
performance about climate change will take 
place featuring members of the UWM Pan-
thers Improv. At 1 p.m., the rally in Zeidler 
Union Square will begin. The rally will fea-
ture community leaders facing and fighting 
impacts from climate change and fossil fuel 
dependence. Following the rally, hundreds 
will march through downtown. Voter registra-
tion will take place in Zeidler Union Square 
after the conclusion of the march.

Milwaukee’s event is one of more than 
100 across the country and world where com-
munity members are rising for climate, jobs 
and justice.

Rally Outside of We Energies focuses on Climate, Jobs, and Justice

Southeast  Wisconsin to Join Peoples Climate 
Movement Sept. 8 with Rally and March

WHEN: 
Saturday, September 8, 2017. Street the-

atre begins at 12:30 p.m. Rally begins at 1 
p.m.

WHERE: 
Zeidler Union Square, 301 W Michigan 

St, Milwaukee, WI 53203.

VISUALS: 
Street theatre performance with clean en-

ergy and climate superheroes fighting fossil 
fuel villains. Large banners and signs.

WHO: 
Speakers will include Art Shegone, a 

traditional dancer in pow-wows throughout 
Wisconsin and a member of the Menominee 
and Potowatomi tribes; Luz Sosa, Latino 
Outreach Organizer at Citizen Action of Wis-
consin, Huda Alkaff, founder and director of 
Wisconsin Green Muslims; Brenda Coley, 
Co-Executive Director of Milwaukee Water 
Commons; Greta Neubauer, Assembly Rep. 
for the 66th District; and Sister Janet, the 
former director of the Racine Dominicans 
Eco-Justice Center. Activist leader George 
Martin will be emceeing the event.

Hosting organizations include 350-Mil-

waukee, Black Leaders Organizing Com-
munities, Bublr Bikes, Citizens’ Climate 
Lobby - Racine/Kenosha, Citizen Action, 
Citizens Acting for Rail Safety (CARS)- Wa-
tertown, Clean Air Moms Action-Wisconsin, 
Congregations United to Serve Humanity 
(CUSH), Cream City Conservation, Demo-
cratic Socialists of America, First Unitarian 
Society of Milwaukee- Earth Justice Min-
istry, Friends of Milwaukee’s Downtown 
Forest, Gaia Coalition Network, Grassroots 
Northshore, Grassroots Southshore, Greater 
Milwaukee Green Party, Green Party Wis-
consin, Interfaith Earth Network, NextGen 
America, Organizing for Action, Our Wis-
consin Revolution-Milwaukee, PDA Mil-
waukee, Peace Action Wisconsin, Racine In-
terfaith Coalition, Rid Racism, Sierra Club, 
Sunrise Movement SE Wisconsin, Stewards 
of Prophetic Hopeful Intentional Action 
(SOPHIA), UW Waukesha Ecology Club, 
Victory Garden Initiative, Water Protectors 
of Milwaukee, Wisconsin Education Asso-
ciation Council, Region 7, Wisconsin Green 
Muslims, Wisconsin Interfaith Power and 
Light, Wisconsin Poor People’s Campaign, 
WISDOM, Working Families Party.

For a complete list of Rise for Climate, Jobs, 
and Justice events, visit riseforclimate.org.

For more information about the Mil-
waukee Rise event, visit: https://actionnet-

work.org/events/peoples-climate-rally-and-
march-southeast-wisconsin

About the Sierra Club
The Sierra Club is America’s largest and 

most influential grassroots environmental or-
ganization, with more than 3.5 million mem-
bers and supporters. In addition to helping 
people from all backgrounds explore nature 
and our outdoor heritage, the Sierra Club 
works to promote clean energy, safeguard 
the health of our communities, protect wild-
life, and preserve our remaining wild places 
through grassroots activism, public educa-
tion, lobbying, and legal action. For more 
information, visit www.sierraclub.org.
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2018 Usher of the Year Honoree  
Chalmers Cummings, Jr. 

Chalmers Cummings (known as Junior to everyone) was born in Mantachie, Mississippi 
and came to Racine in 1958 after graduating to pursue work. He worked at what was then 
American Motors and later came to be known as Chrysler. Junior worked for over 30 years at 
Chrysler. While working full time, he also worked for many years as a basketball referee and 
as a motor coach driver for St. Paul Transportation. 

After retirement he enjoyed working as a motor coach driver for Jones Travel, logging 
many miles driving all over the country. Ask him ANYTHING about a motor coach bus or 
travel, his face “lights up” and he can pretty much give you some factual information about it. 

Junior has been a member of St. Paul Missionary Baptist Church for 45 years. where he has 
held several offices and has served many years as an usher. Currently he serves as a Sunday 
School teacher and as President of the Senior Usher Board. Junior has been a faithful usher 
oftentimes serving tirelessly in his commitment to this auxiliary. 

Junior enjoys working in his yard and tending to his garden. He has been married for 
58 years to his wife Anne. They 
enjoy spending time with their 
three children, six grandchildren 
and two great-grandchildren. 
One of Junior’s favorite Bible 
verses is from Proverbs 3 verse 
5-6 which says: “Trust in the 
LORD with all thine heart; and 
lean not unto thine own under-
standing. [6] In all thy ways 
acknowledge him, and he shall 
direct thy paths.”
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DML Editing and Writing had been in the 
community for about 4 to 5 years now. The 
company started working in 2013 but offi-
cially created a brand for itself in March of 
2014. DML Editing and Writing is the perfect 
partner that provides ghostwriting, blogging, 

DML Editing & Writing
and editing of technical documents, web con-
tent, academic papers, and books/manuscripts 
services. DML is personable, trustworthy, 
honorable, professional, transparent, and 
most importantly, you can genuinely see and 
feel that we care about you and your project, 
going above and beyond. The company caters 
to small and large companies. We understand 
how much it means to you. We have great 
confidence we can provide you with the right 
service, cooperation, communication, com-
mitment, and continuous relationship over the 
years. As well as, a quick turnaround, reason-
able to the work presented to us, and staying 
true to deadlines given to us by the client, or 
those deadlines stated by us after evaluating 
the task assigned to us by the client. 

Dominique Lambright is the owner of 
DML Editing & Writing. She has a beautiful 
daughter who keeps her focused on the bigger 
picture and helps her strive to keep working at 
being a better person, and keeping her dreams 
afloat. She has been writing for as long as she 
can remember. “I have loved words since I 
first learned how to write in Kindergarten,” 
Dominique states. “They have become a part 
of my life that I couldn’t get rid of, even if 
I wanted to. It has been a consistent hobby 
turned career choice. I wrote for fun up until 
about 10th grade in high school, that’s when I 
knew that I wanted to become a writer profes-
sionally. I didn’t quite know how I would go 
about that, but I just knew that would be my 
choice of future work.” 

People would try to discour-age 
Dominque and tell her she was foolish for 

wanting to become a 
writer because writ-
ers didn’t make that 
much money. In col-
lege, she enrolled in 
the English degree 
program. Four and a 
half years later, she 
graduated from UW-
Milwaukee in De-
cember of 2015 with 
my B.A. in English: 
Technical and Pro-
fessional Writing. “It 
was one of the proud-
est days of my life. I 
accomplished a great 
feat, and boy it was not easy.” Her passion had 
only grown for writing and editing throughout 
those four and a half years. Moreover, since 
then, she has been happily continuing to build 
clientele and business rela-tionships in the 
community. 

What Dominique loves about editing and 
writing the most, is being a part of the process 
and helping the author complete their work 
of art. It’s one thing to be an editor who just 
makes corrections, but actually, to get into the 
story and bring out its best is so satisfying; 
it’s a great feeling of accomplishment. She 
loves to read, so over time, she had studied 
the different ways that the authors she liked 
wrote, and then it became more analytical the 
more she was discovering what she wanted to 
do. This got her thinking of what she could 
contribute to other authors work. Dominique 

has read poorly written books, and award-
winning, five stars, no doubt books. Words 
amaze her, and it has always been that way. 
Writing for others brings out great satisfaction 
because she is helping business owners, au-
thors, regular people, etc. accomplish some-
thing. Whether it be creating content to draw 
in clients, writing a book for someone, editing 
their work, etc. 

With all of that said, she is a pleasure to 
work with. Dominique has a great personal-
ity, with the ability to go above and beyond, 
accompanied by high determination, initia-
tive, and dedication to all the work she does. 
She treats all projects equal no matter size or 
price. 

DML Editing & Writing | Racine, WI | 
(262) 939-7929 | dmlediting@gmail.com | 
dmleditingandwriting.com 
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by Pastor Henry Parham
Are you reborn by the spirit of 

God from above?
We must have already accepted Je-

sus Christ as Savior and Lord. If not do 
it now.

Romans 10:8-13  (vs. 8) But what 
saith it? The word is nigh thee, even in 
thy mouth, and in thy heart: that is, the 
word of faith, which we preach;

(vs. 9) That if thou shalt confess with 
thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt be-
lieve in thine heart that God hath raised 
him from the dead, thou shalt be saved.

(vs. 10) for with the heart man be-
lieveth unto righteousness; and with the 
mouth confession is made unto salvation.

(vs. 11) For the scripture saith, Who-
soever believeth on him shall not be 
ashamed.

(vs. 12) For there is no difference be-
tween the Jew and the Greek: for the same 
Lord over all is rich unto all that call upon 
him.

(vs. 13) For whosoever shall call upon 
the name of the Lord shall be saved.

Read: II Corinthians 5:17
Do we understand the con-

cepts of the Kingdom of God?
The Kingdom of God is about the spir-

itual Kingdom of God on earth. If you are 

born again the king-
dom is on the inside 
of you now.

Read: Luke 17:21
We must under-

stand we are a spirit. 
We have a soul and 
live in a body. The 

Kingdom of God is understood by know-
ing the principals and concepts of the 
Spiritual Kingdom.

The Kingdom is about a King, a King-
dom and a royal family. I Peter 2:9.

If we don’t learn the principals and 
concepts we will never understand the 
Bible because it is the mind of God. The 
words spoken are spirit and life.

Read: John 6:63
God is a spirit. We have to understand 

we came from God. We will study con-
cepts and principals as we teach this les-
son on the Kingdom.

We love you all in the Lord. We will 
start from the beginning all over again. The 
number one word is COLONIZATION.

Holy Triumph Church
Doing It Jesus Way Ministry
P. O. Box 1117
Camden, Arkansas 71711
Phone: 1-870-791-6844

Parham Ministries: From the Pastor’s Desk

Questions We Must Answer 
Before We Move On
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WE HAVE MOVED TO:
Faith United Methodist Church

1013 Harmony Dr.

A broad coalition of Kenosha and Ra-
cine community organizations would like 
to invite you to support a unique opportu-
nity to help your community! 

 Many of our neighbors are struggling! 
They have been in prison, they have been 
homeless, and they have been marginal-
ized. These issues have created profound 
disparities between the rich and the poor.  
In the story of the Good Samaritan a law-
yer astutely asks, “Who is my neighbor?” 
Jesus tells of one who helps an injured man 
on the road while two others walked on by 
without so much as a thought to assist. Je-
sus asks, which of these men was a neigh-
bor to this man?” You can be this neighbor!

 Unemployment is reaching historic 
lows, yet there are many members of our 
community who are out of work or un-
deremployed. Companies struggle to find 
able employees while potential workers 
struggle to get interviews due their back-
grounds. Although some businesses would 
be open to hiring from this population the 
risks often seem to high. You may ask, 
“how can I help rectify this situation while 
also maintaining quality hiring practices?” 
Together we can help with this disconnect. 
There are numerous companies working 
behind the scenes that help hundreds of 
non-traditional employees each year to 
prepare for jobs and careers. We can help 

employers take that first step and minimize 
the risks associated with hiring non-tradi-
tional employees. Are you willing to reach 
out to stakeholders in your congregation 
and in your spheres of influence? 

 We are making a simple request. If you 
know of a business owner, an HR direc-
tor, a CEO of a small company, or of any 
who have influence over hiring in their 
company, consider sharing the information 
on the opposite page to the right to help 
promote this employer networking expo. 
We are collaborating with the Racine and 
Kenosha Chambers of Commerce, KABA, 
RAMAC, criminal justice leaders and 
faith communities to help bridge the gap 
between willing employers and job-ready 
workers. 

We are asking you to join us in pro-
moting “Working with our Neighbors.”  
Employers simply stop in at the Horizon 
Center, 4940 88th Ave, Kenosha, any time 
between 7:30 a.m. and 1 p.m.  This is a 
chance for you to help business owners 
and stakeholders in your congregation to 
take part in an event that can help to fulfill 
our mission to serve the poor.  

Please help us to reach out to those who 
can make this event successful and change 
the lives of those who have been waiting 
on the margins.

‘Working With Our Neighbors’
Racine Interfaith Coalition Asks Employers 
to Consider Nontraditional Workers
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Ameriprise Financial Services, Inc. 
Member FINRA and SIPC.

Take charge  
of your 

. 

Call me today at 
262.901.1540  to  
get started. 

YVETTE M. STEWART
Financial Advisor

16650 W Bluemound Rd, Ste 800

262.901.1540
yvette.m.stewart@ampf.com
ameripriseadvisors.com/
yvette.m.stewart
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RESIDENTS PLACE AIR MONITORS AROUND OAK CREEK PLANT

Air monitors provide an independent, real-time  
source of information for concerned residents

Residents and the Clean Power Coalition 
of Southeast Wisconsin (CPC) announced 
the deployment of seven PurpleAir moni-
tors in the vicinity of the Oak Creek power 
plants. Families who live near We Energies’ 
coal-fired Oak Creek power plants have been 
expressing concerns for years about exposure 
to coal dust and associated negative health 
impacts.

“I have COPD and feel like I never know 
whether the air outside is safe to breathe, es-
pecially when the wind is blowing this way 
from the coal plants,” said Sharon Millard, a 
neighbor of the coal plants and an air monitor 
recipient. “These monitors make me feel more 
confident in knowing when I can breathe easy 
and when I need to be concerned.” 

Despite We Energies reportedly taking 
steps to address the issue, residents have con-
tinued to find new coal dust on their homes 
and properties throughout the spring and sum-
mer, and We Energies has yet to install the 
new air monitor they promised to residents 
at a public listening session on April 4th. We 
Energies currently operates a single air moni-
toring station southwest of the plant. 

“Results from We Energies’ monitor are 
only published once a month, long after the 
readings are taken,” stated Miranda Ehrlich, a 
community organizer at the Sierra Club who 
serves on the CPC’s Data Committee. “This 

isn’t helpful for residents who have respira-
tory issues and need to know if the air is safe 
to breathe today. The PurpleAir monitors will 
provide real-time results in an accessible for-
mat.”

Sister Rejane Cytacki, Director of the 
Eco-Justice Center, agreed. “I appreciate the 
user-friendly nature of the PurpleAir site. 
Finding We Energies’ air monitoring data 
on their website is pretty difficult. It’s buried 
and displayed in confusing, highly technical 
reports,” she stated. “With PurpleAir, all I 
have to do is go to the website and click on 
the map. The colors are easy to interpret and I 
can see the air quality at any given moment.”

In January, the CPC wrote a letter to We 
Energies requesting an additional air moni-
tor be placed north of the plant and asking for 
results from both the new monitor and their 
existing monitor in Caledonia to be provided 
in real time. Initially, We Energies refused this 
request, but later agreed to place a monitor 
north of the plant after repeated coal dustings 
in the area. However, they stated that they will 
not provide results from either monitor in re-
al-time. Residents took matters into their own 
hands, raising nearly $2,000 for the PurpleAir 
monitors through a Go Fund Me campaign 
earlier this summer.  The CPC used the funds 
to purchase the monitors and has distributed 
six of them to residents with homes in a vari-

ety of locations within a three mile radius of 
the plants. A location for the seventh monitor 
is still being determined.

Charlie Michna, a farmer who has lived 
near the plants for his entire life, stressed 
the need for independent monitoring. “I live 
on the south side of the plant very close to 
the trains and south coal pile,” said Michna. 
“When the wind comes out of the west, I’m 
concerned that coal dust from the trains is hit-
ting my property and isn’t being picked up 
by We Energies’ existing monitor. I’m glad 
to have a PurpleAir monitor on my property 
because it gives me data that’s independent. 
We can’t trust the fox to guard the henhouse.”

Northside resident Michelle Jeske agreed, 
adding, “My neighbors and I no longer trust 
data We Energies gives to assure our safety. 
Discrepancies in what they report leave us 
uncertain of our family’s well-being. Having 
the PurpleAir monitor will give us an inde-
pendent source of information about what’s in 
the air.”

The CPC plans to analyze results from 
their air monitors for patterns and possible 
hotspots. The data will be available online to 
the public in real-time through an interactive 
map on PurpleAir’s website as soon as the 
monitors are installed.

Additional testing would need to be done 
to confirm whether any bad air is a result of 

the coal piles. “These monitors will help us 
assess whether We Energies’ coal dust solu-
tions are working and how overall air qual-
ity is being affected by the plant.” stated Ms. 
Ehrlich. “While we’re glad that We Energies 
is self-monitoring, it’s important for indepen-
dent monitoring to also take place to keep pol-
luters like We Energies honest.” 

About Clean Power Coalistion
The Clean Power Coalition-Southeast 

Wisconsin will educate the public about the 
dangers of burning coal on the health of those 
who live and work in the vicinity of We Ener-
gies’ South Oak Creek and Elm Road Power 
Plants. How we choose to generate electricity 
has consequences that reach far beyond the 
return on shareholder investment, affecting 
everything from public health to a stable cli-
mate. When air, water, and soil are polluted, 
health and life are put at risk. The Clean Pow-
er Coalition will promote public debate about 
the appropriate source of energy for South-
eastern Wisconsin. At the same time, the co-
alition urges We Energies to: 1.) immediately 
contain the coal dust and other health haz-
ards emanating from the Oak Creek plants, 
2.) phase out its use of coal, and 3.) promote 
rather than obstruct the adoption of renewable 
energy throughout its service territory.
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