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by Lisa Parham
The more things change, the more they 

remain the same. Life has all these funny 
twists. It often reminds me of the highway. 
If the highway has construction going on 
you will then see signs that read detour 
ahead. It often  seems that the eetour is so 
much longer that the original route, but rest 
assure you still arrive at your final destina-
tion.

We at some point have twist and turns, 
ups and downs. Sometimes we have uphill 
journeys and down hill journeys, but we 
must stay the course outlined for us.

Each of us is different and at some 
point faced with unusual challenges. But I 
guess regardless of how different we may 
be we still have to stroke life casually but 
joyfully. Relationships are important and a 
must. We are all a living soul. Our heartbeat 
has changed the lives of many with whom 
we come into contact in a positive way. I 
believe that what people see on the outside 
is very different from what most of us feel 
internally. 

The things we go through provide an 
opportunity to focus on the cause of find-
ing joy in the journey. Life challenges can 
kill your spirit, your passion and your will 
to carry on. I am certain that you can sur-
vive. All of us have pains, and aches and 
body parts that don’t work properly. But 
because I stand strong on the shoulders of 
my grandparents and parents, I’m prepared 
to carry on the legacy of survival and never 
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Finding Joy in the Journey
quitting. I will continue to share my experi-
ences while inspiring others in this journey 
that we call life. 

So rise and energize, go above and be-
yond. Don’t give up on your dream, just 
tweak it. The payoff will be well worth it 
in the end. 

So in my closing, things that I thought 
were the end of the world, actually they 
were not before everything was so intense 
and so magnified. You will have wonderful 
times and you will have not so wonderful 
times. Enjoy the good times and be grateful 
that you got through the hard ones.

Always remember, 
things will get better! 

Ms. Lisa

“I feel that we should all work to con-
tinue to make Racine a positive atmosphere 
for our Younger People, Thank you for 
helping to be a positive influence in our 
Community.”
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Pastor Virginia Lackey is an anointed 
woman of God who truly cares about the 
natural and spiritual well be-ing of the people 
around her. She diligently works in the com-
munity feeding the hungry a hot breakfast on 
school days and a home cooked dinner on 
Thursday evenings. Pastor Lackey then goes 
on to feed the souls of God’s people on a daily 
basis through preaching, teaching, counsel-
ing, and prayer. 

Virginia Lackey received Jesus Christ as 
her Savior on Palm Sunday in 1969 in a little 
storefront church in Los Angeles, Califor-
nia. The church was called The Fundamental 
C.O.G.I.C. under the leadership of Pastor Ele-
by. After being born sickly, and not expected 
to live past the age of 5, losing her mind at the 
age of 17, yearly hospital stays and migraine 
headaches, Virginia told the Lord that if He 
would save her, she would serve Him the rest 
of her life. 

Sister Lackey had some struggles and 
things to overcome but she stayed with God 
and through prayer and staying under the 
teaching of Mother Eleby and Pastor Eleby 
she grew stronger and stronger in her walk 
with God. She became a Missionary in 1972 
and accepted a greater call into ministry in 
1985. Missionary Lackey was now living in 
Racine, Wisconsin and serving under Pastor 
Prentiss Robbins. The Bishop at that time 

Pastor Virginia Lackey Celebrating 80 Years of Life
told him “Sit that woman down!” He didn’t 
believe that God used women to preach the 
gospel. 

Eventually, God called her to Pastor. God 
told Pastor Lackey to build Him a “people 
church”. The church had its’ humble begin-
nings in her living room with only 3 people 
in attendance. God opened a door for her to 
rent the old Shiloh Church on the corner of 
Dekoven and Howe Street and Pastor Lackey 
moved in with 7 members. About the 3rd week 
that the church was begun, Pastor asked God 
for a sign that she was defi-nitely doing the 
right thing. She asked Him to save someone in 
her family. Her son Roger gave his life to the 
Lord and has been with the church since. He 
eventually became the Assistant Pastor of All 
Nations. That first Christmas season, the Lord 
blessed the church with the means to distrib-
ute 100 food baskets and toys for children in 
the neighborhood. The Christmas basket and 
toy giveaway continues to be an annual part 
of the church ministry. 

In 1996, Pastor Lackey led the congrega-
tion to a new building that was much bigger 
and had a bathroom that was accessible from 
the inside of the church! With the help of the 
Lord and the members working to-gether the 
church was purchased and the mortgage is be-
ing kept up. 

The church has grown over the years and 
Pastor Lackey and All Nations have become 
known in the city of Racine for preaching the 
unadulterated Word of God despite the fact 
that some people still don’t believe that wom-
en should be preachers and/or pastors. 

All Nations’ breakfast program for chil-
dren for children and families in the com-
munity began with Pastor Lackey asking the 
members to donate eggs, bacon, milk, bread, 
etc. in order to prepare the breakfast. At one 
point the breakfast ended and Pastor Lackey 
opened a Day Care Center in the lower level 
of the church.

This went on for a while until the Lord led 
her to close the day care and go back to feed-
ing His people. Now, years later, the Lord has 
blessed and both Holy Communion Lutheran 
Church and Wayman A.M.E. Church have 
joined in to help support this ministry.

Serving food to the community is good 
and making sure the children have underwear 
and socks to wear to school is nice, but Pastor 
Lackey saw a deeper spiritual need. After Pas-
tor Jerry Mclemore from Jasper, Texas came 
to Racine in a tent revival, Pastor Lackey felt 
led by God to purchase a tent in order to have 
a yearly revival. The church sold dinners and 

held a fund raising program and raised enough 
money to purchase the tent. August 2010 was 
the 8th year for the tent revival. God has con-
tinually shown His power each year saving 
souls, healing bodies, delivering people from 
addictions, and so much more. 

When someone is as busy for the Lord 
as Pastor Lackey is, word travels fast. She 
is not only known in Racine, WI but people 
have heard her name across the states. Pas-
tor Lackey has had the opportunity to preach 
in various states such as Illinois, North Caro-
lina, Mississippi, and others. However, the 
Lord has revealed to Pastor Lackey, that He 

wants her to share what He has given her, with 
others in need. On her 18th Anniversary she 
passed the mantle to All Nations’ Assistant 
Pastor, Elder Roger Carson, to take on the 
role of Pastor, freeing her to go out to evan-
gelize. Pastor Lackey has been God’s faithful 
servant, going through tests and trials through 
the years, holding on to God’s unchanging 
hand. She has been and still is, determined to 
stay with God despite all odds. Pastor Lackey 
has been positioned by God, for such a time 
as this, and has told God that no matter what 
“I will surely go”. Her work speaks for her 
and Pastor Lackey is worthy of double honor!

Photos by Ralph Tunstell
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Habitat For Humanity
by Dominique Lambright 

For those who are unfamiliar with this 
great non-profit in the Racine community, Ra-
cine Habitat for Humanity is part of a global, 
nonprofit housing organization operated on 
Christian principles that seek to put God’s 
love into action by building homes, communi-
ties, and hope. Racine Habitat for Humanity is 
dedicated to eliminating substandard housing 
locally and worldwide through constructing, 
rehabilitating, and preserving homes; by advo-
cating for fair and just housing policies; and by 
providing training and access to resources to 
help families improve their shelter conditions. 
Habitat for Humanity was founded on the 
conviction that every man, woman, and child 
should have a simple, durable place to live in 
dignity and safety, and that decent shelter in 
decent communities should be a matter of con-
science and action for all.

They have been around for the 30 years. 
When it first started, there were a group of 
churches that got together and contemplated 
what they could do to have the most significant 
impact in the Racine community. Low-income 
families come and build their own homes with 
an affordable mortgage. With affordable liv-
ing, the chances to increase better healthcare, 
better job opportunities, and better lifestyles 
altogether are what has been seen throughout 
the success of Habitat for Humanity. They have 
over 400 volunteers helping on a regular basis 
throughout the week. 

The primary focus of the program is you 
have to have the need for this, meaning not up 
to par living accommodations when they come 
and do a home visit. You must have the ability 

to pay for the mortgage set up for you, which 
would not be any more than 30% of your in-
come, “affordable” housing is the key aspect. 
Moreover, last, you must have the willingness 
to partner with others to get your house built. 
Habitat for Humanity has built 99 homes and 
are working on their 100th one. Reaching such 
a milestone is exciting. They had a lot of faith 
and encouragement. They have many local 
contractors that help out with the plumbing, 
roofing, electricity, siding, and flooring.

When they have an orientation, they invite 
30 families to come and apply. Out of those 
families, about 1 to 2 of them actually become 
partner families. Then the process moves on 
from there accessing the needs and if they are 
willing to put in the 300 hours of physical la-
bor for their home. The program has become 
such a fantastic part of the community and has 

helped many. Habitat for Humanity receives 
multiple donations from various sponsors and 
organizations throughout the year. In return, 
Habitat for Humanity host an annual 5k, their 
4th year, to get people out and about. Business 
partners come to help their employers do team 
building exercises. 

One of the big projects that they have been 
working towards this year is the playhouse 
building program to celebrate their 100th 
house. They hope to involve 300 students from 
the surrounding high schools, Case, Horlick, 
and Park, to help build 30 houses and then sell 
them. All the proceeds will go to their re-store. 
The amazing things that this program provides 
shows through those who have experienced 
their kindness personally. 

Racine Habitat for Humanity | 1501 Villa 
St., Racine, WI 53403 | (262) 637-9176
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August Primary Election Candidates:

Randy Bryce for Congress
by Dominique Lambright 

Randy has lived in Southeastern Wis-
consin his entire life. He’s running for 
Congress because it’s time working people 
had a representative who fights for them, 
not the special interests. Bryce launched 
his campaign in June 2017 to replace Paul 
Ryan in Wisconsin’s 1st Congressional 
District and quickly became a rising star 
for many progressives because of his sup-
port for unions, Medicare for all, a $15 
hourly minimum wage, paid family medi-
cal leave, and abolishing the Immigration 
and Customs Enforcement agency. 

Randy focuses on the things he knows 
will affect the community and himself in 
this fight. He wants to help bring more di-
versity into the building trades. They have 
taken away prevailing wage and project 
labor agreements, which are essential be-
cause it allows for the workers to get paid 
for work that they did and not just be used 
for their labor efforts. His biggest goal is to 
bring people together. There isn’t enough 
excitement for voting, and he wants to en-
hance the voting experience for people and 
show them that the people have the power. 
He wants to let the community see he has 
gone through the same things they have 
gone through and has found possible solu-
tions to the struggles we face every day. 
The middle class is disappearing from Wis-
consin at too fast of a rate.

In March 2018, Randy was arrested 

with nearly two dozen other activists who 
were blocking traffic near Paul Ryan’s of-
fice in Racine, Wisconsin. Randy and the 
others were demonstrating their support of 
the DREAM Act, which would protect peo-
ple brought to the US illegally as children. 
He shows that he is willing to get out there 
and not only voice his support for those 
in the community but actually do time as 

a person a part of the community. Randy 
doesn’t think that he is immune to what 
goes on in the city, and that is one of the 
biggest reasons that he and others feel he is 
a great candidate for this race. 

Randy also helps out the teachers in the 
community. Teachers are essential to the 
futures of our children, and Randy feels 
that when they are under attack, it is part 
of his responsibility to take acknowledg-
ment and do something about it. He has sat 
on school boards and voiced his views in 
hopes of different outcomes to unfair situa-
tions or decisions. Randy would support ef-
forts to increase funding and teacher train-
ing and recruitment to reduce class sizes, 
particularly in the younger grades, which 
is essential to ensuring our students can 
read at grade level by fourth grade. Studies 
show if we miss that critical milestone, our 
students are much more likely to drop out 
down the line.

When Randy isn’t helping in the streets, 
he is spending time with his 11-year-old 
son, who will be 12 in August. They go 
fishing, hiking, and he even gets to go to 
events now and then so Randy can show 
him what he is doing out here to help those 
in his community. There are many teach-
able moments that Randy takes advantage 
of to explain to his son how things are cur-
rently happening, but also to let him know 
there can be change if we work together. 
Randy’s son got to see Obama when he 

came to Summerfest a few years back. 
When Obama was in office there was 

some hope that the country saw, but Randy 
mentions that he was distraught with the 
way that Trump ran; conquer and divide 
was his plan of action. It set us back, and 
this is a significant reason he feels the com-
munity doesn’t believe they have the power 
anymore. He is very adamant about chang-
ing this view. The government has terrified 
its people, and it needs to change.

Congressman Randy Bryce | 408 Main 
St, Racine, WI 53403 | (973)-525-5579

By: DML Editing & Writing; If you 
need a story/article written, I can be 
reached at dmlediting@gmail.com. 

The 2018 Partisan 
Primary Election Day 
is Tuesday, August 14 

Partisan Primary for the November 
6, 2018 General Election. Offices on the 
ballot are Governor, U.S. Senator, U.S. 
Representative, odd-numbered Wisconsin 
State Senate seats, and all Wisconsin As-
sembly seats.

Polls are open from 7:00am - 8:00pm.
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Photos by Ralph Tunstell
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ANTHONY COEY

4-H Open House event on 
August 21st

Join us for the Racine County 4-H Open 
House! Learn more about Racine County 4-H, 
learn how to join 4-H, see 4-H project oppor-
tunities and activities, and talk with club lead-
ers and members, August 21 at the Raymond 
School, 2659 76th Street, Franksville. The 
information session will be held at 6:00  p.m. 
with club and project tables from 6:30-8:00 
p.m. For more information, visit https://www.
facebook.com/events/1828189800573003/.

NAACP Invites You to Cel-
ebrate the Voting Rights Act   
and Learn What’s At Stake in 
Supreme Court Nomination 
August 6 Event

● August 6 (Monday) is the 53th anniver-
sary of the Voting Rights Act of 1965. This is 
a historic civil rights occasion. People gave 
their lives to protect the right to vote.  The 
Voting Rights Act banned discrimination in 
voting and was intended to promote full po-
litical participation for African Americans in 
our democracy.    

● The Supreme Court is incredibly impor-
tant to the future of voting rights.  It can and 
should be the last line of defense for our civil 
rights and liberties. It decides critical issues 
on voting rights, educational opportunity, 
equal employment, fair housing, environmen-

Community Calendar
tal justice, access to health care, immigration, 
choice and the criminal justice system.  

● The resignation of Justice Anthony 
Kennedy is a pivotal moment for our coun-
try.  While he was a conservative Justice, his 
vote was always in play.  He provided a criti-
cal vote for upholding equal educational op-
portunity in college admissions, for proving 
discrimination that disproportionately affects 
our communities, for improving prison condi-
tions, and for supporting equality for the LB-
GTQ community.   

● Donald Trump’s nomination of Brett 
Kavanaugh is a disaster for civil rights.  Ka-
vanaugh is a dangerous ideologue whose ex-
treme views on civil rights would lurch the 
Court to the far right.  He has a long record 
of hostility to voting rights, workers’ rights, 
women’s rights, consumer rights, the environ-
ment and accessible health care. 

● It is vitally important that each and ev-
ery individual knows what’s at stake in this 
Supreme Court confirmation battle.  Our civil 
rights are in jeopardy. Every community has 
much at stake.  This appointment could affect 
us for a generation. Supreme Court justices 
are appointed for life.

● Please join the NAACP as we educate, 
organize, and work to defeat the Kavanaugh 
nomination. This is the battle of a lifetime.  
#StopKavanaugh #SaveSCOTUS  

Eco-Justice Center hosts 
BONK! in the Barn

August 11, 2018, 6:00 pm – 8:00 pm
Explore the Eco-Justice Center grounds, 

then settle in for poetry and live music in the 
barn, sponsored by the Racine County Public 
Library. BONK! is a free monthly event that 
takes place in a variety of locations.

Eco-Justice Center 
7133 Michna Road, Racine, WI 53402 
262-681-8527 
rejane@ecojusticecenter.org
Learn more at ecojusticecenter.org 
and on Facebook
8:00 am - 5:00 pm, Monday-Saturday
1:00 pm - 4:00 pm, Sunday
Our Mission: The Eco-Justice Center is 

dedicated to environmental education and 
care of Earth in the context of community, 
contemplation,  creativity, and cultivation.

Summer Pops Racine, Live!
Come and discover Racine’s hidden mu-

sical talent at “Racine, Live!” on Friday, 
August 24. Performers will share the stage 
with the RSO for musical numbers including 
“Tonight” from West Side Story, Puccini’s “O 
Mio Babbino Caro” and much more! PreCon-
cert entertainment, provided by Young Strings 
and Steel Doves Band begins at 5:30.

Doors to Festival Hall open earlier than 
usual at 5:00 and the Concert begins at 7:00. 
Food is available for pre-purchase or purchase 
on-site from O&H. Beverages will be avail-
able for purchase at the Concert.

Tickets are $25 for general admission, $35 
for individual table seats, $260 for a table of 
eight and $325 for a table of ten. More infor-
mation and tickets are available at www.ra-
cinesymphony.org.

Other upcoming events include the Fall 
Masterworks Concert on Saturday, October 
6, 7:30 pm at Siena Center Chapel, 5635 Erie 
Street. 

Plus a  Holiday Wine Tasting on Friday, 
November 16 from 6:00 - 9:00 pm at Uncorkt, 
240 Main Street.

Save the Date: Sept. 16 for 
The Racine Mirror’s 10th 
 Anniversary Celebration

The Racine Mirror Newspaper is parter-
ing with  The Blood Center of Wisconsin & 
The National Kidney Foundation as we bring 
awareness to educate and celebrate organ and 
blood donation  and celebrate The Racine Mir-
ror’s 10th Year Anniversary.

Featuring Gospel recording artists Vickie 
Winans, Anita Wilson, Bryan Poppins, Josh-
Ua Troop, Janie Boston, In The Dance Cafe.

Date: Sunday, Sept. 16th, 2018
Location: Racine Festival Hall, 5 Fifth St.
Time: 5 P.M. (VIP 4 P.M.)
Brought to you by: The Blood Center of 

 Wisconsin and The National Kidney Foun-
dation.Tickets go on sale August 10th, 2018. 
Regular admission $30; at the door $40; VIP 
$50.

Pick up tickets at these following loca-
tions: The Racine Mirror Newspaper office, 
The InsiderRacine Newspaper, office Greater 
Mt. Eagle Baptist Church, St. Paul Baptist 
Church, also Ticketmaster & Racine Festival 
Hall.
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Opportunity Awaits at Two 
Family-Friendly Job Fests

Jump start you career by attending an 
upcoming Job Fest! Racine County and its 
partners will host two family-friendly Job 
Fests where you can learn about jobs and 
free training opportunities – and even get 
hired on the spot. The events also feature 
food, fun and entertainment. 

Representatives from a variety of com-
panies and training programs will be on 
hand. Some employers will interview and 
hire instantly, while others will schedule an 
interview for a later date. 

Certain positions may require you to 
enroll in a training program, in which you 
can earn industry-recognized credentials 
and certificates. In addition to employers 
and training providers, staff from Racine 
County Workforce Solutions will be avail-
able to share information on programs and 
resources and talk with you about training 
and job opportunities. 

Job Fest is welcoming, family-friendly 
and offers an opportunity for everyone! You 
can get the resource information you need, 
find open positions, talk to employers and 
access better-paying positions.  

For more information, visit us online at 
www.racinecounty.com/uplift900 or contact 
Melvin Hargrove, 262.638.6551 or melvin.
hargrove@racinecounty.com.

JOB FESTS WILL BE HELD:
August 17, 2018
3:00 pm – 7:00 pm

Knapp Elementary School
1134 Dr. Martin Luther King Dr.

August 31, 2018
3:00 pm – 7:00 pm

Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.  
Community Center
2701 17th Street
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by Yvette Stewart
Having spent decades saving for retire-

ment, it can feel like a major shift for retirees 
to transition to spending down their hard-
earned assets. Recent research from Ameri-
prise Financial revealed that 68 percent of 
retirees have not tapped into their retirement 
savings, except for taking required minimum 
distributions.1 Many of these retirees are re-
luctant to dip into their principal for fear of 
running out of money, the anticipation of in-
creased healthcare expenses and other factors. 
If you share these or other concerns about 
the longevity of your savings, know there are 
steps you can take to help you feel more con-
fident. 

Here are some tips to help you get started:
Understand the arc of retirement 

spending. 
Annual expenses generally are highest 

within the first few years of retirement. This 
is because retirees are often taking advan-
tage of their newfound leisure time to pursue 
hobbies, travel, dine out and shop. Spending 
tends to slow down with advancing age. You 
may find it reassuring to realize there’s a good 
chance your lifestyle expenses in retirement 
could level out or decrease over time.

Plan for healthcare costs. 
Healthcare is consuming an increas-

ing proportion of many retirees’ income. 
You can start preparing for these expenses 
today by researching your insurance and 
savings options and developing a strategy 
to cover your needs. Your options could 
include a combination of the following: 
Medicare, Medigap supplemental insurance, 

Making Your Money Last in Retirement
health savings ac-
counts (HSAs), long-
term care policies, 
continuing health in-
surance through your 
current or former 
employer, and other 
dedicated health-
care savings. Having 
funds and protection 

in place can help you feel more prepared to 
handle a medical emergency or more routine 
care.

Understand the level of risk in your 
portfolio. 

As you turn your savings into income, 
it’s important to review your portfolio and 
assess your level of risk. This means ensur-
ing that you have a diversified portfolio that 

suits your anticipated spending and balances 
your needs for liquidity and growth. For 
example, consider having a year to several 
years of easily accessible investments to pro-
vide income in case of a market downturn or 
an unexcepted financial event in your life. At 
the same time, it’s important to also have in-
vestments that are positioned for growth, or 
at the minimum, keeping up with inflation. 
Many retirees spend decades in retirement, 
so plan your investment strategy with lon-
gevity in mind.

Devise a sustainable withdrawal 
strategy. 

A well-crafted retirement income plan can 
help you avoid running out of money and feel 
more confident about spending your hard-
earned assets. Tally up your various sources 
of retirement income, which may include 
Social Security, annuities, retirement assets 
and other investment earnings. Then, decide 
which assets you will tap into first, and when 
you will claim Social Security benefits. Re-
member that at 70 ½ years of age you are 
required to take required minimum distribu-
tions from your traditional IRA and employer-
sponsored retirement plans, so work this in-
come into your plan.

Consider the tax consequences. 
Reducing the tax bill on retirement in-

come is a priority for many retirees, yet ac-
cording to the research, 53 percent of retirees 
feel understanding the tax impacts of drawing 
down assets is complex. If you share these 
sentiments, starting the planning process early 
and seeking guidance from a tax and financial 

advisor can help you feel more secure in your 
strategy.

1 -- The Making Money Last study was 
created by Ameriprise Financial, Inc. as part 
of the Ages, Stages & Money survey, which 
was conducted online by Artemis Strategy 
Group December 8-21, 2017 among 3,019 
U.S. adults ages 30-79 with at least $100,000 
in investable assets. The respondents includ-
ed 1,075 retirees between the ages of 40-79. 
For further information and details about the 
study, including verification of data that may 
not be published as part of this report, please 
contact Ameriprise Financial or go to Ameri-
prise.com/makingmoneylast.

Yvette M. Stewart, is a Financial Ad-
visor with Ameriprise Financial Services, 
Inc. in Brookfield, Wisconsin. She spe-
cializes in fee-based financial planning 
and asset management strategies and 
has been in practice for 10 years. To 
contact her, you may visit www.ameri-
priseadvisors.com/yvette.m.stewart, 
email: yvette.m.stewart@ampf.com. PH: 
262-901-1540, 16650 W Bluemound Rd, 
Suite 800, Brookfield, WI 53005. Ameri-
prise Financial, Inc. and its affiliates do 
not offer tax or legal advice. Consumers 
should consult with their tax advisor or at-
torney regarding their specific situation. 

Investment advisory products and 
services are made available through 
Ameriprise Finan  -cial Services, Inc., a 
registered investment adviser. Ameri-
prise Financial Services, Inc. Member 
FINRA and SIPC. © 2018 Ameriprise Fi-
nancial, Inc. All rights reserved.
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by George Nicks Sr.,  Racine  
NAACP Branch President

I want to thank you for all you do in the 
community. I Thank the legacy on Main Street 
owners and staff for hosting us today.  I’m 
George Nicks, Sr. President of the Racine 
Branch NAACP. I ask you here today Because 
I understand we can do more Together. I need 
your help for our children, our grandchildren, 
and our community.  I really believe if we work 
together and stay focused on the issues at hand, 
we can make a difference in Education, Eco-

Bishops/Pastors/Leaders Breakfast 7/24/18
nomic Development, and Social Justice for our 
people.  We know there is strength in numbers.

With Number 45 in charge, with a gover-
nor who believe we should work for less, with 
a governor who is spending more money on 
prisons than education, with a voucher system 
setup to segregate our schools, are we going 
to let them take us back to the 60’s? 

1,000 of our young black men were killed 
by police last year and the number is still 
climbing. Officers are set free for killing our 
boys.  Our system wants to fire our black of-

Photo by Ralph Tunstell

ficer for hitting a black student.
What I need from you: Bishops, Pastors 

and Leaders is to come to court whenever   
there is a need. There’s a need on August 28, 
2018 for the Nabors Trial.

When their come a time, we feel there is 
a need to Peacefully MARCH, PICKET, or 
BOYCOTT we need to be united.

You know better than I, that the church’s 
is the most important, most organized organi-
zation in our community.  

 I need   You to use your   bulletin to net-

work. when there are Jobs and other things 
you feel   will help our community, let’s put 
them in   your   bulletins.  Mr.  Al Gardner 
already email them to some of us.  he has 
agreed to send them to your Churches.

We need to VOTE August 14, 2018 and 
November 6, 2018.  We must Defeat Hate 
and VOTE.  We must remind our people the 
importance of voting. That People died that 
we have this right.

Let’s UNITE to make Racine the best 
place for African American to live.
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Goodwill Industries of Southeastern Wis-
consin works with individuals with disabilities 
to provide them with opportunities to attain a 
greater level of economic independence. One 
of the newest programs involves a partnership 
with the region’s largest e-commerce company 
located in Kenosha, Wisconsin. Goodwill is 
now recruiting those with disabilities for part-
time positions as Sortation Associates for this 
company, and is hoping to help hire reliable 
people who have a good attitude and a desire 
to work.

Those who are hired will be working di-
rectly for the e-commerce company making 
$11.75 per hour, which is over four dollars 
higher than minimum wage in Wisconsin. The 
job involves scanning labels on boxes and 
placing them on pallets sitting on the floor. 
Once full, each pallet would be delivered to a 
location by truck the following morning. Sorta-
tion Associates would be scheduled for shifts 
that last between three and five hours depend-
ing upon the volume of work for that time slot. 
Once they are accustomed to scanning packag-
es, they may be eligible to move to other work 
opportunities in the facility.

Although this can be a physically chal-
lenging job, those with a range of disabilities 
have proved themselves to be successful in this 
program. Goodwill has helped applicants with 
learning disabilities, mental illness, hearing 
and visual impairments, and other challenges 
to take advantage of this opportunity. Goodwill 
evaluates each applicant, helps them through 
the application process, and provides on-site 
job coaches. The program’s team of job coach-
es work with new associates for 90 days, pro-
viding work success strategies, and gradually 

Primed for Success!
allowing them to work more independently as 
they become accustomed to the work.

Who qualifies for this job?
Goodwill Industries is looking for individ-

uals who are at least 18 years of age, have ob-
tained a high school diploma (or GED/HSED), 
and have a documented disability. Applicants 
should have a transportation plan for getting 
back and forth to work in Kenosha, and should 
be comfortable sending and receiving email 
and text messages. Applicants should also be 
flexible enough to work morning and/or after-
noon shifts including Saturdays and Sundays.

This position requires steady walking and 
moving, so the ideal candidate would be one 
who has a great attitude, likes to keep busy, and 
is up for the physical challenge.

How to get started
1. Call Goodwill’s Workforce Development 

recruitment team at (877) 896-0001 or email 
them at workforcedevelopment@goodwillsew.
com and let them know you are interested in the 
Sortation Associate position in Kenosha.

2. Goodwill will conduct a phone interview 
to learn more about you and to determine if you 
meet the requirements of the program. Along 
with finding out more about your work history 
and preferences, they will ask about your level 
of comfort with technology and your means of 
transportation once you start working. 

3. If it looks like you might be a good fit for 
the program, Goodwill will invite you in for a 
“working interview” at their Simulation Center. 
Goodwill has a simulation line set up in Racine, 
complete with a conveyor full of boxes and pal-
lets on the floor, to train and evaluate your abil-
ity to do the work. This allows you to try it and 

see if this type of work is a good fit for you.
4. If your performance in the working in-

terview shows that you are a good match for 
the job, they will assist you with the applica-
tion and set up the necessary appointments to 
start work at the e-commerce company as soon 
as possible.

Support on the Job
Goodwill support doesn’t end with the ap-

plication process. Once you start your new job, 
Goodwill’s on-site job coaches will help you to:

• Navigate the work environment
• Work smarter to improve your efficiency
• Understand what makes a great employee 

stand out
• Request voluntary or approved time off
• Add, remove or change shifts

• Obtain permanent employment status
Goodwill’s compassionate support staff is 

dedicated to helping their customers achieve 
permanent employment and a greater level of 
economic independence. If you are ready to take 
that step, call them today at (877) 896-0001!

Goodwill Industries of Southeastern Wis-
consin is the largest of over 162 Goodwill or-
ganizations world-wide and has been provid-
ing services for almost 100 years, with a strong 
focus on serving persons with disabilities since 
the 1940s. Today, Goodwill’s primary mission 
is to provide training, employment and sup-
portive services for people with disabilities or 
disadvantages who seek greater independence. 
Goodwill is an innovator in providing new op-
portunities in a changing economy.
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by D. White
Be still, and know that I am God:  I will be 

exalted among the heathen, I will be exalted in 
the earth (Psalms 46:10).  Have you ever been 
at cross roads?  Have you ever come to a point 
where you had multiple options before you but 
you had to choose just one of them?  This is 
very challenging especially not knowing what 
the future holds.  Generally when one arrives at 
a fork in the road a life-changing decision has 
to be made.  Should you go left or should you 
go right?  Sometimes when you don’t know 
what to do a viable option is to simply leave 
things as they are.  When people don’t know 
what to do it is not uncommon for them to do 
nothing.  Have you ever been in a meeting 

where multiple ideas 
were floated around?  
The ideas seemed 
good at first but peo-
ple began to over-
think all of the rea-
sons why the ideas 
wouldn’t work and 
after multiple hours 
of brainstorming the 
result was that noth-
ing changed.  

In some instanc-
es spending excess 

time thinking through a matter and then not 
acting could be counter-productive.  However 

Be Still
there are some situations where the best option 
is to just be still.  There are some situations 
where you need to run as fast as you can as 
was the case with Joseph and Potiphar’s wife 
(Gen. 39).  However there are many situations 
where you need to wait on the Lord rather than 
risk running away from your blessings.  Wait 
on the Lord:  be of good courage, and he shall 
strengthen thine heart:  wait, I say, on the Lord 
(Psalms 27:14).  Even nature can teach humans 
a valuable lesson.  Remember when the disci-
ples’ panicked while on the ship and then found 
themselves’ being amazed after Jesus calmed 
the storm?  And he arose, and rebuked the wind 
and said unto the sea, Peace, be still.  And the 
wind ceased, and there was a great calm. (Mark 

4:39).  We need to learn to obey Jesus like the 
wind and the waves of the sea.

Sometimes we can find peace by simply be-
ing still.  Rather than hearing the chaotic noise 
of our worries we need to listen to the calming 
voice of God.  For those that like to dwell in 
“could’ve, would’ve, should’ve” land, we need 
to learn to wait on the Lord until we find our-
selves Rejoicing in hope; patient in tribulation; 
continuing instant in prayer; (Rom. 12:12).  
Jesus can see the end from the beginning 
(Rev. 22:13).  Although you may be just get-
ting started on your journey, you ought to find 
great comfort in knowing that the omnipotent 
God is already there.  When there are storms 
in life…be still.  When you have to endure 
envy and strife…be still.  When you’ve been 
spied on and lied on…be still.  When you’ve 
been left out without any clout and not even 
given the benefit of the doubt… just be still.  
When they’ve kicked you to the curve and got-
ten on your last nerve…be still.  Are you in a 
panic and always frantic…for just one moment 
please be still.  God has got you exactly where 
he wants you and you are right where you need 
to be. If you want to find peace sometimes you 
just need to be still.  “And Moses said unto the 
people, Fear ye not, stand still, and see the sal-
vation of the LORD,” (Exodus 14:3).
Darrell Woodard is a school counselor in 
Kenosha and a Gospel preacher in the 
Church of Christ. To schedule a consul-
tation or speaking engagement, please 
respond via email to: darrellwoodard@
rocketmail.com or phone: (847) 287-5842. 
Facebook & Twitter: D.White@Acrostic-
Therapy.
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The Prayer Closet
AUGUST 2018

Apostle Charles C Jones D.D.
Presiding Apostle of the
Word of Faith Christian Fellowship International, Inc.
Racine, Wisconsin

“For in the time of trouble he shall hide me in his pavilion: 
in the secret of his tabernacle shall  he hide me;he shall set  

me up upon a rock.” (Psalms 27:5)

People ask all the time, “Where is God in tragedy?” When we encounter 
difficulty and tragedy, we have to trust that God is right there offering His 
shelter of peace to our troubled hearts. He has a plan to lift you up out of 
despair and set you in a place of stability. He has a plan to restore, renew and 
revive your soul.

The Bible tells us in John 10:10 that it is the thief — the enemy — who 
kills, steals and destroys. God’s plan is to bring you the God - kind of life. 
We have to remember, the enemy uses circumstances to get our eyes off of 
Jesus. He tries to steal our peace and keep us focused on this earthly realm. 
But when we lift up our eyes to Jesus, when we hold fast to our profession of 
faith,  that’s how we stay in victory.

When the day of trouble comes, you need to know that God is with you and 
for you. He is not the one who is against you. Keep your eyes on Him. Trust 
that He has a plan for your life. Trust that He will make your crooked places 
straight and your rough places smooth. Lift your eyes to Jesus because He is 
the Author and Finisher of your faith!

Father, I thank You for being my shelter when the storms of life rage. 
When I don’t have the answers, I trust that You do. I put 
my hope in You and receive Your peace and strength. 
Thank You in Jesus’ name. Amen.
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Ameriprise Financial Services, Inc. 
Member FINRA and SIPC.

Take charge  
of your 

. 

Call me today at 
262.901.1540  to  
get started. 

YVETTE M. STEWART
Financial Advisor

16650 W Bluemound Rd, Ste 800

262.901.1540
yvette.m.stewart@ampf.com
ameripriseadvisors.com/
yvette.m.stewart

Professional Women’s Network for Service announces  
winners of the 2018 Inspiring Women & Youth Leadership Award

Alderman Mollie Jones
Ms.  Jones is currently serving as Alder-

woman of the 2nd District in Racine, WI 
where she has resided for over 49 years.   She 
was appointed in August 2015 to complete 
the term of the previous Alderperson and 
was elected in April 2016 and again in April 
2018.

As Alderwoman, Ms. Jones serves on 
a number of committees including:  Public 
Works and Services, Racine Library Board, 
Landmark Preservation Commission and 
Community Development Committee.

She is actively involved in 2nd District 
neighborhood revitalization and restoration 
efforts, Racine Revitalization Partnership, 
Inc., Visioning a Greater Racine -Revitaliza-

tion W.A.V.E. Team, Racine Neighborhood 
Watch, and Racine Water Council.  Volun-
teering/fundraising for various organizations 
include:  United Way, Lupus Foundation WI 
Chapter, and Susan G. Komen Breast Can-
cer. 

Gai Lorenzen
Ms. Lorenzen is currently the Execu-

tive Director of the Homeless Assistance 
Leadership Organization (HALO).  Before 
joining HALO in March 2017, she was the 
Managing Attorney of Legal Action of Wis-
consin’s Racine office for 20 years, was in 
private practice in Racine which included 
contract work with the State Public Defend-
er office, was the Director of the Racine 
County Child Support Department, and was 

in private practice with a law firm in Tuc-
son, AZ for several years before relocating 
to Racine.  

Equal justice and opportunity for those 
living in poverty have always been at the 
center of her work and personal life.  While 
at Legal Action she was involved in many 
efforts to improve the situation of domestic 
violence victims, the homeless and those liv-
ing in substandard housing. A several year 
project at Legal Action with colleagues re-
sulted in very significant court of appeals 
decisions clarifying the due process rights of 
persons being terminated from Section 8 and 
other subsidized housing. 

She has served on a number of nonprofit 
Boards in Racine over the years including 
Racine Kenosha Community Action Agency, 
Racine Housing and Neighborhood Partner-
ships, Racine Revitalization Partnership, 
and Racine Mutual Housing.  She chaired 
the Continuum of Care for the City and 
County of Racine for over 8 years, and cur-
rently serves as Racine County’s representa-
tive on the Governor’s Interagency Council 
on Homelessness.  Gai has been a frequent 
speaker and trainer on child support, domes-
tic violence and housing issues at national, 
state and local events. 

Willow Newell
Ms. Newell is a student at St. Catherine’s 

High School. As a student there she is an 
honor roll student and is also involved in 
various activities. She is an officer in Cam-
pus Ministry, Student Council, and a mem-

ber of the Pom Poms team.  Willow is a 
member of St. Paul’s Baptist Church where 
she is a member of the choir and the youth 
praise team. She has spent time volunteering 
with the Root River Council as well as Unit-
ed Way and activities formed by her school. 
She regularly competes in the Miss America 
Outstanding Teen pageants and is currently 
Miss Outstanding Teen Belle City. She has 
previously held the Miss Outstanding Teen 
Racine title. Willow enjoys playing the flute, 
singing, acting and also photography.      

The award winners will be recognized at 
the Awards Black & White Ball on Friday, 
August 10th at the Meadowbrook Country 
Club. Reception at 5:30 p.m. and the pro-
gram, dinner, and dancing at 6:30 p.m. Tick-
ets cost $40.  To register for the event call 
262-456-7427 or email pwns@dls.net. 
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The rim of the great orb gleams over the far horizon,  
like a colossal eyelid slowly rising.

Golden streamers radiate across anazure and emerald sea while 
softly shadowed mounds of sand beginto scintillate a rose-colored glow.

Languidly lapping surf teases along the shoreline  as dampened flora  
rises to attention before the ineluctable dawn.

The air is sweet and water-scented, 
offering a warm embrace of comfort and promise.

Walkways and thoroughfares shinewith lingering dew as tri-color 
 bunting, flags and banners fluttersilent greetings to the early-arriving throng.

Families adorned in patriotic hues advance purposefully, 
clutching cargoes of bottles, blankets and folded chairs 

as children chatter and bounce excitedly, tugging at restraining hands.

It is daybreak, the Fourth of July.

Daybreak
by Tom Kral

This poem attempts to convey impressions of two of my favor-
ite aspects of Racine, one cultural, one natural—the Fourth of July 
parade and the waterfront of Lake Michigan. No celebration better 
reflects the breadth and diversity of our community, nor could one 
imagine a more wondrous venue.

Here we all come together in the spirit of unity to honor the birth 
of our nation.

I am a third generation resident of Racine and, thanks to Lisa, 
have written for the Racine Mirror nearly since its inception. 
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WE HAVE MOVED TO:
Faith United Methodist Church

1013 Harmony Dr.

Mack C. Davis Community Club, Inc. presented a $1,000.00 scholarship to five 
students for the academic year 2018-2019. The scholarship is based on academic achieve-
ment as well as community involvement. The scholarship is in honor of the late Rev. Mack 
C. Davis who strongly believed in the power of education and the commitment of civic 
minded young people in their church and community. Pictured above from left to right are 
the recipients:

Disheka Moore who is attending Spelman College in Atlanta, Georgia, majoring in 
Computer Science, Jalin Collier who is attending UW-Parkside in Kenosha, WI, majoring 
in Applied Health Science, Charmaine Weatherspoon who is attending Gateway Technical 
Institute in Racine, WI, majoring in General Studies, Jaqueline Velazquez who is attend-
ing Georgetown University, in Washington, DC, majoring in International Politics, and 
Camille Cruise who is attending Northwestern University in Evanston, IL, majoring in 
Human Development and Psychological Services.

The Mack C. Davis Scholarship Program was created in 1996 in the memory of the 
late Reverend Mack C. Davis, a pastor of Second Missionary Baptist Church for 31 years 
and a pioneer in the fight or civil rights. With the efforts of the founding members, Mary 
Weatherspoon, Willie Vaughn and the late Mary Judon, the club has awarded scholarships 
for the last 22 years.

Mack C. Davis Foundation Scholarship Winners
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After months of planning, in early Au-
gust, a group of local 8th and 9th grade stu-
dents from various Racine area schools are 
scheduled to participate in what promises to 
be an educational experience of a lifetime. 
Through the generous support of SC John-
son, the Racine Police Pals Association, St. 
Paul Baptist Church, Grace Baptist Church, 
the Sienna Center and a number of indi-
vidual donors, 14 High School and Jr. High 
School students will represent our commu-
nity during a visit to the technology center 
of the nation, Silicon Valley.

With the Foxconn development offi-
cially underway, beyond the opportunity for 
construction jobs, is the promise of future 
high-paying positions in the disciplines 
of Science, Technology, Engineering and 
Math (STEM). The objective of the Silicon 
Valley trip is to expose local students to the 
world technology, expanding their horizons 
and inspiring them to consider future em-
ployment opportunities in the process.

The original goal was to sponsor 25 
students to participate in this unique expe-
rience; however, the expenses associated 
with airfare, lodging and meals far exceed-

Student Silicon Valley  
Educational Trip Appeal

ed our initial fundraising effort. Flights for 
this trip will be booked early next week. 
The travel agency (https://hemispheretrav-
el.com/) has granted our planning team a 
few extra days to accommodate as many 
students as possible.

With several major donors secured, 
we are now engaging in a final grassroots 
crowdfunding effort to ensure the participa-
tion of as many students as possible. From 
non-profit organizations, church groups, or 
individual sponsors, no donation in support 
of this effort is too small.

Any organization or individual inter-
ested in supporting this trip may do so 
through the end of the business day on 
Monday, July 9th. Tax deductible dona-
tions may be made to:
    

Racine Police Athletic/
Police Pals Association
730 Center Street, Racine, WI 53403
Attention: Chief of Police

Thank you in advance for any consider-
ation given in support of this life-changing 
educational experience.
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by Pastor Henry Parham
God created us, we come from him, Fa-

ther / God  as a spirit. But in His finish work 
he gave us a flesh body. Why, so we would 
be legal sons and daughter’s to rule on earth 
in his earthly kingdom that is within us. 

Luke 17:20-21 (vs.20) 
And when he was demanded of the 

Pharisees, when the kingdom of God should 
come, he answered them and said, The king-
dom of God cometh not with observation. 
(vs.21) Neither shall they say, Lo there! For, 
behold, the kingdom of God is within you. 

II Corinthians 5:20   
Now then we are ambassadors for Christ, 

as though God did beseech you by us: we 
pray you in Christ’s stead, be ye reconciled 
to God. We are Christ ambassadors. God cre-
ated the human race to live in his glory and 
his presence where there was no sickness, 
death, sin, no aging, living in the now factor 
by faith. 

Read: Romans 10:17 /  Titus 1:4 / Gala-
tians 5:6

Hebrews 11:1 Now faith is the substance 
of things hoped for, evidence of things not 
seen.

I John 4:15-17  (vs. 15) 
Whosoever shall confess that Jesus is the 

Son of God, God dwelleth in him, and he in 
God. (vs. 16) And we have known and be-
lieved the love that God hath to us. God is 
love; and he that dwelleth in God, and God 
in him. (vs.17) Herein is our love made per-
fect, that we may have boldness in the day 
of judgement: because as he us, so are we in 

this world. It all about 
Love.

The saint’s of God, 
not all are living out 
of our environment, 
therefore we have lack, 
sickness, sin, death, 
aging, disease, we are 
saved. We must learn 

about the now factor and stop living by time. 
We will deal with that later on in the lesson. 
Jesus Christ came to restore righteousness, 
holiness back to mankind

God said this. Read – 3 John 1-3. Read: 
John 20:19-23.

We must understand that Adam lost his 
dominion over the earth. He lost the glory, 
the presence of God, also the Holy Spirit had 
to be recalled back to heaven. Jesus Christ 
the last Adam brought the Holy Spirit back 
to the human race, also our dominion next 
time. I will discuss the meaning of dominion. 
The word ambassador is given to the born 
again believers, we will talk about ambassa-
dors next time. 

Love you’ll in the Lord.  Make sure you 
are a child of God. Read – Romans 10: 8-11 
& 13. 

Doing It Jesus Way Ministry
Pastor, Henry Parham   
P. O. Box 1117 
Camden, Arkansas  71711

Parham Ministries: From the Pastor’s Desk

Why God Created U?
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Treat Your Skin Right
Most women (and occasionally men) 

make an effort to get pampered by having 
their nails done, fresh hairstyles and hair-
cuts, and yet neglect proper skin care . Skin 
care should be on the do list as well. Most 
people tend to ignore good skin care until 
they begin to see pre-aging results. Why not 
prevent them?! Every 2 weeks facials can 
play a great role. Consider getting it done 
anytime you go shopping, and the money 
you didn’t spend put towards your facial. 
Facials can be inexpensive depending on 
the treatments and if you never had one be-
fore, start off with a basic on at your local 
spa/salon.

 If you’re unsure with the local spa/sa-
lon you would feel more comfortable in, do 
a little research. Check online for the spa/
salon and go visit each one that fits your 
budget and comfort level. Make sure that 

right when you walk in it is visibly clean 
and check that all the workers follow sani-
tary procedures. Washing hands after ap-
plications or before physical contact with 
others is the number one thing you should 
look for. Germs can easily be spread if the 
area where there is skin-on-skin contact is 
unsanitary. 

After choosing the spa/salon and mak-
ing an appointment, you should feel con-
fident in the skin care specialist. Don’t be 
afraid to mention any health concerns. A 
skin specialist should discuss any treatment 
beforehand. They need to know what prod-
ucts are safe for you, to make sure you’re 
not allergic and to discover any health 
concerns or medications that could pose a 
problem. Set up a skin consultation if you 
want to learn more about the skin special-
ist you choose. Most consultations are free. 
You will learn your skin type, undertones, 
concerns about cause and effects, and treat-
ments recommended specifically for you.

 Most people go years without know-
ing anything about their skin and how it 
works. Every skin type is slightlydifferent. 
If you’re still curious or skeptical, you are 
welcome to contact me as your skin care 
specialist. Free consultations are done by 
me so you can get the information that you 
need to get better results. My information 
is below.

Niecey’s Hair Studio 304 Sixth Street 
262-619-0075
Facebook: Shaniece A. West     Insta-

gram: Mua_Niecey827
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by Nathaniel Sillin
 After the 2008 economic crisis, many 

people assumed they would never be able 
to reach true financial independence – the 
ability to live comfortably off one’s sav-
ings and investments with no debt whatso-
ever. However, individuals willing to use 
their time horizon to plan and adjust their 
spending, savings and investment behav-
iors might just find financial independence 
is possible. Here are 10 ideas to get started. 

1. Visualize first, then plan. 
Start by considering what your vision 

of financial independence actually looks 
like  and then get a reality check. Qualified 
financial experts can examine your current 
financial circumstances, listen to what fi-
nancial independence means to you and 
help you craft a plan. The path to financial 
independence may be considerably differ-
ent at age 20 than it is at age 50; the more 
time you have to save and invest generally 
produces a better outcome. But at any age, 
start with a realistic picture of your options. 

2. Budget.
Budgeting (http://www.practicalmo-

neyskills.com/budgeting/) – the process 
of tracking income, subtracting expenses 
and deciding how to divert the difference 
to your goals each month – is the essential 
first task of personal finance. If you haven’t 
learned to budget, you need to do so. 

3. Spend less than you earn.
It might be obvious, but it’s one of the 

most difficult financial behaviors to  exe-

cute. Adhering to a lower standard of living 
and expenses  will help you put more mon-
ey into savings and investments sooner.

4. Build smarter safety nets.
Emergency funds and insurance are 

rarely discussed in combination.  The tra-
ditional definition of an emergency fund is 
a separate account for cash that can be used 
instead of credit to repair a broken appli-
ance or other expense that may run a few 
hundred  dollars. However, many people 
keep insurance deductibles high to keep 
premiums low. Would you have enough 
cash on hand to cover an insurance deduct-
ible if you had a sudden claim? If not, build 
your deductible amounts into your emer-
gency fund.

5. Eliminate debt. 
Though consumer debt levels have gen-

erally fallen since the 2008 financial crisis, 
the Federal Reserve Bank of New York re-
ported in February that home, student loan, 
auto and credit card debt began creeping 

up again in 2014. Getting rid of revolving, 
non-housing debt (http://www.practical-
moneyskills.com/costofcredit) is one of the 
most effective ways to free up money for 
savings and investment.

6. Consider your career. 
Financial independence doesn’t require 

you to quit a career  you love, but you really 
can’t get to financial independence  without 
steady income to fuel savings and invest-
ments that will build over time. Speak with 
qualified advisors about your income, ben-
efits and retirement picture first, and see if 
you might be able to expand your sources 
of work-related income, such as consulting 
part time. Also keep in mind that over the 
age of 50, the Internal Revenue Service al-
lows you to make catch-up contributions.

7. Downsize. 
You’ll generally reach wealth financial 

goals faster if you can cut your overall liv-
ing expenses. For some, that means selling 
your home and moving to a smaller one or 
to an area with lower living costs and taxes. 
You can also sell or donate property you 
don’t need and use those proceeds to ex-
tinguish debt or add to savings or  invest-
ments.

8. Invest frugally. 
Become a student of investment fees  

and commissions because they can cut sig-
nificantly into your principal.  Make a full 
evaluation of fees you are paying on every 
investment account you have andif you’re 
working with a licensed professional who 
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sells you financial products, know what 
fees they’re charging for their investment 
and advisory services. 

9. Buy assets that generate 
income. 

Stocks, real estate, collectibles or cash 
investments all have up and down markets. 
But do your homework and focus on in-
vestments bought at attractive prices that 
are likely to appreciate over time. Also, 
don’t forget to study the tax ramifications 
of any investment transaction you make.

10. Always know where you 
are financially. 

Financial planning isn’t about making 
one set of financial decisions and assuming 
you’re set. Lives and situations change and 
your financial planning must be flexible 
enough to withstand both positive and neg-
ative changes without derailing your hopes 
for financial independence. If your forte is 
not investment, financial planning or tax 
matters, by all means bring in qualified ex-
perts to help. But financially independent 
people generally have their money issues at 
their fingertips not only for their own use, 
but for estate purposes as well. 

Bottom line: Financial independence 
involves diligence and a bit of sacrifice, 
but even the smallest moves can yield big 
outcomes. 

 Nathaniel Sillin directs Visa’s fi-
nancial education programs. To follow 
Practical Money Skills on Twitter: www.
twitter.com/PracticalMoney.
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Racine Kenosha Community Action 
Agency Seeks Board Members

The Board of Directors of Racine 
Kenosha Community Action Agency, Inc. 
(RKCAA) is searching for new Board 
members.  We are currently seeking (2) 
Kenosha County residents and (1) Racine 
County resident to represent the interests of 
each county’s low-income community.  

Racine Kenosha Community Action 
Agency, Inc. is a non-profit organization 
dedicated to providing services to low-in-
come individuals in rural and urban areas, 
in hopes of positively changing the com-
munities served.  Founded in 1967, our 
mission is to improve lives by “providing 
quality programs and innovative solutions 
for individuals and families”.  

RKCAA provides an array of ser-
vices to low-income citizens in Racine 

and Kenosha Counties.  Services include 
the Supplemental Nutrition Program for 
Women, Infants and Children (WIC), the 
Commodity Supplemental Food Program 
(CSFP), the Skills Enhancement Program, 
and home weatherization assistance.  Col-
laborative efforts include the Healthy Birth 
Outcomes Project (HBO), a partnership 
with the Kenosha County Health Depart-
ment (Wellness Center), and others.    

RKCAA is governed by a three-part 
Board structure (public officials, civic 
group representatives, and low-income 
representatives) from Racine and Kenosha 
Counties. These volunteers set policy and 

provide oversight for the organization. As a 
member of the Board of Directors, you be-
come an integral part of a body committed 
to effecting change within the low-income 
community.  

Beginning Tuesday July 3, 2018, those 
seeking election to the Board may pick-up 
a nomination form from the following loca-
tions during regular office hours:  

RKCAA Racine Office, 2113 N. Wis-
consin St. (Racine) 

RKCAA Kenosha Office, 2000-63rd St. 
(Kenosha)

Nomination forms will also be avail-

able at RKCAA’s website (www.rkcaa.org) 
beginning July 3, 2018.  All forms must be 
returned by Friday, July 20, 2018 for con-
sideration.  Board members must reside in 
the county they represent.    

A slate of candidates will be established 
as part of the election process. Two (2) 
Kenosha County representatives and one 
(1) Racine County representative will be 
elected by the low-income population of 
that county. Elections will be held at the 
sites listed above on Wednesday, August 1, 
2018, between the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 
3:30 p.m.  All Racine and Kenosha County 
residents whose income falls within 125% 
of the 2018 federal poverty guidelines are 
encouraged to vote in this election.  The 
elected officials will be notified by Friday, 
August 10, 2018 and officially seated at the 
September 27, 2018 Annual Meeting of the 
Board of Directors.  

Board members serve three-year terms 
and may serve no more than two consecu-
tive terms. Board meetings are currently 
held at 4:00 p.m. on the fourth Thursday 
of each of the following months:  January, 
March, April, September, October, and No-
vember. Meeting sites alternate between 
Racine and Kenosha. 
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